
.13/02/2017 (247)

Transcript produced by DTI

25202

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL
RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Public Hearing - Case Study 50
(Day 247)

Level 17, Governor Macquarie Tower
1 Farrer Place, Sydney

On Monday, 13 February 2017 at 10am

Before:

The Chair: Justice Peter McClellan AM
Before Commissioners: Justice Jennifer Ann Coate

Mr Bob Atkinson AO APM
Mr Robert Fitzgerald AM
Professor Helen Milroy
Mr Andrew Murray

Counsel Assisting: Ms Gail Furness SC
Mr Stephen Free



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) RANSON/CHALMERS/RANDAZZO/GERAGHTY

Transcript produced by DTI

25203

MR FREE: Your Honour and Commissioners, this morning we
have four witnesses to speak about formation. Your Honour,
Dr Ranson has previously been sworn, but the other
witnesses will need to be sworn.

<DAVID GERARD RANSON, on former oath: [10.04am]

<JOHN MERVYN CHALMERS, sworn: [10.04am]

<ANTHONY RANDAZZO, sworn: [10.04am]

<CHRISTOPHER JAMES GERAGHTY, affirmed: [10.04am]

<EXAMINATION BY MR FREE:

MR FREE: Dr Ranson, you gave evidence on the first day of
the Commission and we heard something about your background
then. Could I ask you, though, please, to repeat your full
name, for the record?

DR RANSON: Yes, my name is David Gerard Ranson.

MR FREE: Thank you. Dr Ranson, one issue that wasn't
touched on with you on the first day was that you wrote
a paper in 1997 on the state of formation in Australia; is
that right?

DR RANSON: I did, on the invitation of the National
Professional Standards Committee at that time. This was in
response to the seventh point that appeared in the
Australian Catholic Bishops' pastoral letter of April 1997
in which the bishops committed themselves to a research
project that examined factors contributing to the culture
out of which abuse might occur. I was invited to provide
briefing notes to the Australian Catholic Social Welfare
Commission, which I did in July of that year, and in
September of that year I presented to the National
Professional Standards Committee my observations based on
the work that I was then doing in the seminaries of
Australia.

MR FREE: Thank you. Was that paper publicly available?

DR RANSON: The paper wasn't publicly available, but
I brought it into an article that was published in the
Irish theological pastoral journal The Furrow, so the
contents of it are publicly available.
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MR FREE: Thank you. Dr Geraghty, can you please state
your full name?

DR GERAGHTY: Christopher James Geraghty.

MR FREE: Dr Geraghty, just to give the Commissioners
a sense of your background - and I will ask you some more
detail shortly about your experiences in the seminary - you
joined the minor seminary in Springwood at the age of 12;
is that right?

DR GERAGHTY: 1951, yes.

MR FREE: You went on to become ordained in 1962?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes.

MR FREE: You then worked as a priest in the Sydney
Archdiocese for 15 years or so; is that right?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes.

MR FREE: During that time, you also did some lecturing?

DR GERAGHTY: I did.

MR FREE: Was that to seminarians?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes.

MR FREE: You left the priestly ministry in 1976; is that
right?

DR GERAGHTY: October, yes.

MR FREE: You went on, after that, to have a career in the
civil law, including as a judge on the Compensation Court
and then on the District Court of New South Wales?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes.

MR FREE: You have been retired since around 2009; is that
right?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes.
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MR FREE: Thank you. Dr Geraghty, you have also published
some memoirs touching on your experiences as a seminarian
and as a priest; is that right?

DR GERAGHTY: I have, yes.

MR FREE: Thank you. Father Chalmers, can I turn to you.
Can you state your full name, please?

DR CHALMERS: John Mervyn Chalmers.

MR FREE: Father Chalmers, what's your current position?

DR CHALMERS: I'm Director of Formation and Mission for
Centacare, Brisbane.

MR FREE: What does the formation aspect of that job
involve?

DR CHALMERS: Looking at the vision, mission and values of
the organisation and working with staff to understand and
implement them and drive their actions through the vision,
mission and values.

MR FREE: Father Chalmers, you attended the seminary
yourself in Banyo back in the 1960s; is that right?

DR CHALMERS: 1967 to 1973.

MR FREE: You went on to be ordained and to serve in the
Brisbane Archdiocese?

DR CHALMERS: Fifteen years in parishes; and then overseas
study, graduate study, in the United States for three and
a half years; and then for 20 years, I taught at Banyo, the
seminarians, and the Brisbane College of Theology, the
ecumenical College of Theology at the time.

MR FREE: For 20 years or so at that time, you were the
Director of Field Education for the seminarians and lay
students at Banyo; is that right?

DR CHALMERS: That's right.

MR FREE: For some of that time, you served as the rector?

DR CHALMERS: From 1995 until the end of 2000.
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MR FREE: One of your responsibilities as rector was to
reshape the formation program in response to
Pope John Paul II's Pastores dabo vobis document; is that
right?

DR CHALMERS: That's right.

MR FREE: When did you rewrite the program?

DR CHALMERS: I worked from 1995, 1996, 1997, with
seminary staff, of course.

MR FREE: Bishop Randazzo, if I could turn to you, could
you state your full name, please?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Anthony Randazzo.

MR FREE: You were educated in Catholic schools in
Queensland; is that right?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: That's correct.

MR FREE: You also attended the seminary at Banyo?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Yes, 1985 to 1991.

MR FREE: Has that seminary had a change of name over the
years?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: It has. In about 2000, it was
changed from Pius XII Seminary, and the seminary and the
theologate were separated. The seminary became known as
Holy Spirit Seminary, and the theologate became known as
St Paul's Theological College and it was a member college
of the Brisbane College of Theology, an ecumenical college.
Then in about 2009/2010, it became the foundational element
of the theologate of - and philosophy and theology in the
Australian Catholic University in Brisbane.

MR FREE: In terms of your own study, you obtained
a Doctorate in Canon Law at the Gregorian University in
Rome?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: No, I have a Licence in Canon
Law from the Gregorian and a specialisation in
jurisprudence.
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MR FREE: Thank you. You served for a time as an official
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I did, 2004 to 2008.

MR FREE: What were your responsibilities there?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I was an official in the
discipline section, which is the second section of the
congregation, and I was responsible for dealing with legal
cases that came through, areas such as sacramental problems
with regards to the provenation of the species,
extraordinary sorts of things, the seal of the sacrament or
the violation of the sacrament or the seal of confession.
I was involved in areas occasionally with regards to seers
or visionaries, the investigation that needed to go there,
and of course one of the areas that I worked in was this
area of the abuse of minors and the cases that came through
to the congregation.

MR FREE: Did that include penal trials and appeals?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: On a rare occasion it did.
Not a lot. At the time, most of my work was along the
lines of administrative process, but there were some cases
where I was involved at a junior level with regards to
penal cases, yes.

MR FREE: You may have heard some of the evidence last
week, bishop, or in other forums, criticising the CDF and
its administration of child sexual abuse cases in
particular because of the time involved in processing those
cases. Are you able to shed any light on that from your
own experience?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Look, I can only speak from my
own experience. I will say that when I was taken to the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith - it's just
easier if I say "CDF", if that's okay - when I was taken
across there in 2004, it was as a result of the
congregation expanding its personnel. The norms that had
come through from the United States and their dealing with
it in a very public way had caused a bit of a flow-on of
documentation coming into the congregation. There were so
many cases coming through from the United States, but other
parts of the world slowly as well, that the superiors at
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the time believed that it was necessary to expand the
officials who were working in this area, and that's the
reason that I was called across to work there.

I will say that in my time that I was there - I heard
from the evidence last week a figure of something like it
can take two to three years for cases to turn around at the
Congregation. I have to say that that was not my
experience as an official in the Congregation. Cases that
came across to my desk - I moved them through, worked on
them and had them presented to the superiors and then on to
the Holy Father sometimes within a month, sometimes within
three months. It was very, very rare for a case to remain
on my desk for longer than a year.

If it did stay on my desk for longer than a year, it
was normally because there was something happening in the
process, maybe a lack of information or a lacuna or some
information that hadn't been provided. So the Congregation
would then write to the bishop or the major superior asking
for more information. Of course, that exchange time of
information took time.

It would also sometimes remain on the desk a little
longer if there was a civil criminal process going on in
the local country. The Holy See has a very simple policy
not to interfere in those processes, to wait until they are
brought to conclusion. So if the civil penal process was
taking some time, obviously the case sitting on the desk
would take some time. That was my experience.

MR FREE: Just bringing you back to Banyo in Queensland,
you became the vocations director for Banyo in 2009; is
that right?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: No. When I came back from my
studies in Rome in 2001, that's when I took up the role
first off, and then I was full time by 2003, when I founded
and established the House of Discernment within the
Archdiocese of Brisbane. I later came back from Rome,
after working at the CDF, and I took up that role for
a brief time until the next vocations director could take
up his position.

MR FREE: Did you also serve as rector for a time?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I did. I was rector from 2009
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until 2015.

MR FREE: You have mentioned in the material you have
provided the Commission your role as the founding director
of Canali House. Can you explain what that is?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Yes, Canali House is a house
that was established in the Archdiocese of Brisbane where
young men who are asking the question with regards to
a vocation to the priesthood can reside and undergo a basic
kind of discernment process. The person who goes to the
house could be there for three months, six months, up to
twelve months, asking that question: is God calling me to
be a priest? Then from the end of that year, they can
either go to the seminary or maybe not go to the seminary.
That's the purpose of the house, to discern that call in
a much more thorough kind of way.

I must explain, it's not some house in the middle of
a property somewhere, isolated from people. It is a house
within the neighbourhood of Brisbane. When I was living in
the house myself, it was in Fortitude Valley, very close to
the city, near one of the churches there.

The men who come to the house go about their daily
lives. If they are plumbers, they go off and work. If
they are students, they go and study. So they go out each
day, and then they come back to the house. In the house,
there is a common life of some prayer, obviously meals,
a little recreation, and then there are some instructive
times when either the Director of Canali House or some
other professional person may come in and facilitate
discussions, conversations, study with regards to the
question of the discernment of a vocation to the
priesthood.

MR FREE: Was there any equivalent institution or
arrangement in Brisbane before that?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: No, there was not.

MR FREE: What about elsewhere, are you familiar with
whether there are similar houses in other places?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Along the lines of what's
established at Canali House, I'm not aware of anywhere
else. That doesn't mean there isn't one; I'm just not
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aware of them.

MR FREE: Dr Geraghty, could I return to you. As
I mentioned earlier, you joined the minor seminary in
Springwood at the age of 12. Can you tell the Commission
what process was involved in you joining and whether there
was any assessment of your suitability to join the
seminary?

DR GERAGHTY: I went to school at Marist Brothers at
Mosman, and the vocation director for the Marist Brothers
came to the school and wanted people to fill in a form and
put up their hands. I had come from a very practising
religious background and I went to the nuns and brothers -
I put up my hand, and in order to go to the Marist
Brothers, I had to get a reference from the parish priest.
So I went to Father Lander at Neutral Bay. He said to me,
"You are not going to the Brothers. I've got you marked
out to go to Springwood." Within about two weeks, I had an
interview with Cardinal Gilroy and Archbishop Carroll and
I think it was Monsignor Dunne on one side of the table and
I was on the other. I was there with my father, in short
pants, and within a couple of weeks I was at Springwood.

They wanted to know whether my parents went to church
and they wanted to know, I think, why I wanted to become
a priest. And that was all. That was the assessment.
From that day to my ordination, I didn't have any
assessment, ever.

MR FREE: What was your experience of seminary life,
particularly as a preparation for life in the priesthood?

DR GERAGHTY: It was geared to military discipline, so
that obedience and conformity to the rules was essential.
It was the most important thing. I happened to be pretty
good at all that. I was very conscientious, very
dedicated, and stubborn, I suppose, and so I cooperated
with that. That was the way - I think we were treated in
a very child-like way. We remained in short pants all our
life, basically. So it was discipline, it was regulation,
regularity, routine, getting up early in the morning, going
to church, going to lectures, doing sport. Not a minute to
yourself, in fact. Dressed in soutanes. I wasn't when
I was 12. They stopped that the year I entered. All the
other boys before me wore soutanes. I was pretty dirty
about that, I must say. Then at the age of 14 or 15, we
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started wearing soutanes.

It was a rather kind of military discipline. We had
a rector that - it was unable to be guessed what he was
thinking, what he was doing. I'll give you an example.
You would go into his office, being called up there to see
him, and there were papers on his floor, so you would pick
them up and put them on his desk. He would say, "Leave
those papers where I had them. Put them back immediately."
If you came in another time and you didn't pick them up, he
would say, "Pick those papers up off that floor, will you."
That was the kind of relationship we had with the staff.

MR FREE: What about your interactions with life outside
the seminary?

DR GERAGHTY: I remember when I was at Springwood, one of
my classmates, Ed Kenny from Willow Tree, answered the door
at a knock. He opened up, and before the person was able
to say anything, he quoted the rule. He said, "We are not
allowed to have any intercourse with externs." Of course,
we didn't understand what that meant at the time. It takes
on another view now. But we didn't have any contact with
people outside. We had no contact with the nuns who were
looking after us, the sisters of Our Lady Help of
Christians. Priests would come up from the diocese and
visit us and we might have a bit of contact with them.

We went on picnics, but we had to go in black suits
and black hats. So we didn't have any - and then we went
on holiday; we had Christmas holidays, of course. I used
to do some work to get some money. The rest of the time,
you had to go to church every day; you had to do your
meditation; you had to do your examination of conscience;
you had to do your spiritual reading - a whole routine.

Now, I'm not saying that everybody did it, but I tried
to do it. At the end of the holidays, there was a report
from the parish priest that was supposed to be sent to the
rector. So I was a seminarian from 12 until I was
ordained, even when I was on holidays.

MR FREE: The rules you have described about contact with
the external world - did that apply in the major seminary
as well?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes. Women were not allowed into our
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seminary. In fact, one came from overseas with
Cardinal Cardijn on one occasion. Everyone was eating in
the refectory, but she had to go down to Manly, to a
restaurant, because she wasn't allowed in the refectory.

MR FREE: Do you recall receiving instruction, at any time
in your seminary life, on celibacy and how to prepare for
a life of celibacy?

DR GERAGHTY: No. No, there was nothing, not even
a spiritual director.

Can I say, we had a program - we did have lectures on
the sixth commandment, which is about sex. It just happens
in Latin to be called "a sexto". And that was done on
Saturday but only after we had become deacons, after we had
made our celibacy promise, and it was done in Latin.

MR FREE: What are your reflections now on living life as
a celibate priest and your preparation for it?

DR GERAGHTY: Well, look, my reflections now are quite
different to my reflections when I was 12. I feel that
I was hijacked into the seminary and I can't understand,
now, how my parents allowed it to happen, except that we
were a very faithful, law-abiding family in the parish of
Neutral Bay. My father couldn't read or write and we were
very much in the throes of parish life.

We had a beautiful, wonderful parish priest called
Eris O'Brien, who was a really well-educated, lovely man
and he had a great influence on me. So I felt, really,
that I was hijacked into the seminary. But I was stubborn
and I was determined to succeed and I was competitive.

When I left the seminary at the age of 24, having been
there for 12 years, I went to the parish of Cronulla. Now,
that was a huge shock to me. I was on my own - I had
a parish priest, whom I didn't know, but I was on my own in
a beach suburb and completely at my own resources. I had
never been like that the whole of my life. I had been in
the seminary and subject to discipline and obedience and
authority. All of a sudden, I was out in the big, wide
world as a priest, hearing confessions, preaching, without
any kind of real contact with the world.

So I lived with a man called Jack Madden, who was
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a lovely holy man, who had a very, very intense interest in
Francis de Sales and kept talking about Francis de Sales
all the time, but we were living in parallel worlds.

To give you an example of what the world was like, one
hot afternoon in December or January - I don't remember; it
was 1962/1963 - I came home from doing something out in the
parish and he was sitting in an armchair in the living
room/dining room. All the curtains were drawn, it was dark
and he was sitting there. The television was in front of
him, but it wasn't on. I bypassed him, and he looked so
lonely and wan and lost. I said to him, "Father, would you
like me to switch the television on?" He said to me, "Oh,
you can't have the television on in the middle of the day.
You have to go out and visit people and do things. You're
on a mission. You have work to do. You can't do that.
I think we'll whip it on at 4 o'clock and watch
Bugs Bunny." I thought how am I going to deal with all of
this? It was a huge shock to me.

Then I returned to do my doctorate, you see, and so
I was back into the system again. I was there for two and
a half years doing my doctorate at Manly. Then from there,
I went to Avalon for a couple of years. Another huge and
very, very unpleasant experience because life was, in
a way, very boring. It was all routine.

You had masses. You would hear confessions. You had
a timetable. Mondays was a clergy day off. You were
always advised from seminary days to make sure you went to
St Michael's to play golf, because celibacy was going to be
a problem and this is how you were going to be able to cure
it, by mixing with your fellow priests. Play tennis at
Lewisham or golf at St Michael's, go out there and have
a few drinks, play a few games of cards and catch up and
kind of let your hair down.

That was not very attractive to me, I must say.
Having done my doctorate, I had lost contact with a lot of
clergy, so I wasn't doing that. So I spent a couple of
years there and then I went back into the seminary for five
or six years, teaching, and again I'm in the system. And
that was very protective of me. The others on the outside
are getting hammered, getting a lot of problems, personal
problems, and things. I didn't have any of that because
I was protected by the seminary.
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But I did have serious contact with the students,
because I was the youngest priest there. They looked on me
as someone they could talk to. I don't know why, looking
back, but, anyway, that's what they did. Many of them came
to me.

One fellow came to me about three weeks ago - now,
this is 40 years later - and he was still trying to work
his life out. He rang me up and wanted contact with me.
By some very complicated means, he came in contact with me.
We met and he started reminiscing about what had happened
at Springwood. He had happened to come and see me, and
I forget this, but he told me that the spiritual director
was coming on to him and that the spiritual director was
trying to put him under - what do they call that, where
they put people to sleep?

MR FREE: Hypnosis? Is that what you're --

DR GERAGHTY: He was trying to hypnotise him, and he was
trying to do this with other students, too, and that the
spiritual director had told him that he was trying to work
his own sexuality out and that he was doing this by
visiting brothels in Sydney. I don't know whether this is
true or not. I only know that this is what this student
40 years later has told me.

MR FREE: What about your own experience, Dr Geraghty -
did you struggle with celibacy?

DR GERAGHTY: Look, I struggled with obedience, to tell
you the truth. That was my problem. I didn't struggle
with it whilever the idealism was there, whilever the
enthusiasm for the Church's preaching, gospel was there,
but I did struggle after the Second Vatican Council because
the Second Vatican Council had raised the bar and raised
our hopes and everything, and I knew nothing was going to
happen. People were resisting cooperating with what the
Second Vatican Council wanted.

After that, I got very depressed. So from that
point - and I felt very lonely. I felt very isolated.
I felt that nobody really was encouraging any of us to do
anything. So in that sense, I was struggling with
celibacy. I was on my own and I was very lonely.

MR FREE: Thank you.
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DR GERAGHTY: Can I just say, I want to go back to
spiritual direction because I think that's very important.
I had a spiritual director in the seminary, at the major
seminary. The first one was called Mark Hall. Now, he was
well into his 80s when I came into contact with him. He
was a lovely man, a lovely holy priest, but completely
unworldly, and we had to see him every month for a quarter
of an hour, which I religiously did.

Unfortunately he was very deaf and he had a vow of
poverty and he was trying to save the batteries in his
hearing aid, so he was learning to lip read in his 80s. He
would be on one side of the desk looking intently at you
while you were speaking to him about personal things, and
puzzling, and then after 10 minutes, he would say something
like, "Look, Chris, as you know, I'm trying to lip read,
but I haven't understood very much of what you have said.
I will turn the batteries on now. If you wouldn't mind
speaking quickly so that we can get this done in a quarter
of an hour." Now, that was my first spiritual director,
and he was a very spiritual man. He was a Vincentian.

The second one was Father Frank Mecham. He was a very
strict person that everybody called Darby. Most people
here wouldn't understand it. He was called after
Darby Munro because he used to ride us like Darby used to
ride his racehorses, whipping us all the way to the post.
He was the second spiritual director. He happened to tell
us on one occasion that he thought it was possible that
some of the rules required us to be so obedient that if we
broke them, it would be a mortal sin to break some of the
rules. Now, that's how crazy he was. We were extending
exponentially the category of mortal sin at that stage. So
he told us it could be a mortal sin.

One of the students in my class, who is now dead, went
to confession the next morning and said, "Bless me, Father,
I have sinned. We think you are a fucking idiot, and you
can't say anything because you are bound by the seal of
confession", and he got up and left. Now, he was right
about that.

MR FREE: Thank you, Dr Geraghty. Father Chalmers, can
I turn to you, please, and ask you about your own
experiences in the seminary and how well prepared you felt
for priestly life?
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DR CHALMERS: Yes, Mr Free. One difference, I guess, from
Dr Geraghty was that I was 18 when I went into the
seminary. That was one of the factors.

The other factor was that I went into the seminary in
1967. 1968 came around and it was the year of revolutions
right across the world. There were student riots in Paris
and the United States. It was the time of the Beatles. It
was the time of enormous change in society. It was also
the time of enormous change in the Church, given that the
Second Vatican Council went from the year Chris was
ordained, 1962, until 1965. Two years after the end of the
Vatican Council, I entered the seminary and it was, in my
experience, quite a different world from that which
Dr Geraghty experienced.

MR FREE: In what ways was it different from what
Dr Geraghty has described?

DR CHALMERS: Well, obedience wasn't as - I picked up that
it was very strong for Dr Geraghty's time. It wasn't as
strong. Vatican II addressed one particular point. The
Second Vatican Council looked at the relationship with the
Church and the world. Previous to Vatican II, there had
been an animosity, or suspiciousness, at the very least,
and it expressed itself in us then relating - for instance,
the different Christian traditions, if they spoke at all,
would speak of each other as - what was it? - separated
brethren.

Second Vatican Council doesn't mention separated
brethren. It talks of brothers and sisters in Christ. The
language was important because it created new ways of
relating. Therefore, some of the implications that
I experienced at Banyo were that we related with the
Anglicans, the Uniting Church and the other Christian
traditions.

Back in 1968 or 1969, there was a subcommittee of
seminarians from Banyo and seminarians from St Francis
Anglican College, and we got together and sponsored the
first Roma Street Forum for Justice on Palm Sunday. That
went on for many years. I think it may even still be going
on. But the mind change - what was different, the mind
change that - I'm sorry --
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MR FREE: Can I ask you about a specific aspect. What
about interaction with laypeople while you were at the
seminary?

DR CHALMERS: The first six months - the first three
months, there was a change after the first three months, in
1967. Laypeople were encouraged to come out. We were
encouraged to work. I worked in the Miami Hotel, in the
bar, every Christmas for many years. I worked with the 4IP
radio station at their rock concert at the Exhibition in
Brisbane. So there were many interactions there.

As time went on - oh, this is later. Sorry, I will
keep to the focus.

MR FREE: Thank you. Bishop Randazzo, you were educated a
little later in the seminary in Brisbane. What is your
reflection on how well prepared you were for the life of
the priesthood?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: My experience was very
different to that of both Dr Geraghty and Father Chalmers.
I come from a very simple working class family. My parents
had a fruit shop at Bankstown. We had a farm up at
Kurrajong, and then we moved to Queensland when I was very
small. They were faithful people, who brought us up in
a sense of faith being very important as part of our home
life, our daily life.

I must confess, as a kid at school, I was really keen
on architecture, and so as I went through high school,
I started to take subjects leading me towards the
possibility of studying architecture at the then QIT in
Brisbane.

It was towards the end of my time, probably when I was
in subsenior/senior, when I started to get a bit of a mix
through in my own mind, did I really want to do this or was
God calling me to do something else?

I must say also, my uncle was a priest in Italy. His
uncle was a Carmelite. His uncle was a priest. It goes
back about seven generations on my mother's side. So we
come from a fairly religious kind of tradition. There is
a couple on my dad's side as well.

My experience at school was a very positive one and
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I do remember vocations directors coming around in the
school and putting this forward, the possibility of
a religious vocation or a priestly vocation, but there was
never any pressure. There was no list that went around.
It was simply putting it out there. I do remember thinking
about it, and that's when my mind started to change
a little bit from architecture possibly to priesthood.

I was fortunate because, at the time, we had a rather
energetic curate in the parish at Surfers Paradise, where
I was living. I went eventually and spoke to him about it.
He said, "Look, the archdiocese has these 'come and see'
weekends where young men and young women go to, like,
a retreat centre for a weekend with some priests and some
religious women and men and some laypeople and they ask the
question, basically, about vocation."

So myself and a couple of my school mates went to this
weekend. That was in my final year at school. It was
a really good opportunity, because when I got there, there
were young women, there were young men, my contemporaries'
age, and it gave me a real sense of, wow, I'm not very
strange at all. There was a whole lot of other people -
there would have been 40 people at least from around the
Archdiocese of Brisbane on that weekend asking the same
kind of question: what is God wanting you to do with your
life?

I then went back and, as I was finishing school,
I said to the priest, "Look, I think I would like to become
a priest." And he said, "I think it's a great vocation,
but I think you might want to live life a little bit
first." So we got talking a little bit about it. I went
home and spoke to my parents about it, and I decided that
when I finished school, I wouldn't go and ask if I could go
to the seminary. I went and worked. So six days a week
for the whole year after I finished school, I worked in
a pub. It was a pretty big pub at Main Beach at Southport,
and I was doing things like one day I was waiting on tables
with white linen tablecloths and the next day I was
cleaning toilets in the public bar, and I did just about
everything in between. It was a great kaleidoscope of
humanity every week, every weekend.

Then the seventh day in the week - I know this might
sound a bit irreligious, working seven days a week -
I worked in one of our Catholic primary schools. I worked
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with one of the music teachers and I taught music and
singing to nine classes of grade 1, 2 and 3 children, along
with the supervising teachers that were there.

Now, all of this was going on for me prior to going
into the seminary. In that year, I went on another one of
those "come and see" weekends. I had several meetings with
the vocations director and the parish priest and then
eventually with the archbishop at the time, who then
accepted my request to go to the seminary.

As part of the application of going to the seminary,
I had to write my own autobiography, give a background of
who I was, where I had come from, some of my educational
experiences, my family life, my social life, but then we
also went and went through a series of psychological
testing and preparation. I can remember there were written
exams, there were conversations, there were ink blots,
there were puzzles - there were all kinds of things. It
seemed very, very comprehensive to me, for someone who had
never had that experience before.

The year after, I entered the seminary and I was 19 in
my first year.

MR FREE: Can I ask you about the training during your
time at the seminary. Did you receive training
specifically on what is now called human formation?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: When we talk about human
formation now, we make specific reference to the apostolic
constitution that was put out by Pope John Paul II in 1992.
That specifically breaks down four areas of formation. We
talk about them in terms of the four pillars of formation -
the human, the spiritual, the intellectual and the
pastoral.

Now, because that was written after I was ordained, we
didn't have those categories specifically in that way.
However, there were certainly elements of human, spiritual,
intellectual and pastoral formation right throughout my
seven years in formation while I was at Banyo.

MR FREE: What about formation in celibacy - what was your
own experience?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: My own experience - once
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again, it was broken down into formation groups that we had
within the seminary and that was peppered along each year
throughout the seven years.

We had, at one stage, Sister Evelyn Woodward, I think
her name was. She was a woman who had studied in this
particular area and was quite known right around Australia
in houses of formation and seminaries, with talking about
celibacy, chastity, making a commitment for life and
looking at the details. We did some workshopping with her
at one stage.

We also had a week's informed development with
a priest from a religious order at another time. We had
opportunities for spiritual direction. Then in every year
of formation, we had the rector and at least two or three
other formators - priests, religious, laymen, laywomen -
working with us where the personal development of each of
the seminarians, myself included, was able to be talked
about. It was about building up confidence and
a relationship with some of those formators, and we had
that right through - well, I had that right through my
formation.

MR FREE: Was there open discussion among the seminarians
with the teachers about issues of sexuality?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Yes, there was. I have
memories - for myself, I can speak for myself, anyway.
I have memories of sitting and talking to some of the
formators and asking questions, especially questions in my
own mind. When I was going through formation myself, I had
relationships both inside the seminary and outside the
seminary as friendships with the people who were there and
with families and friends, women, men, outside of the
seminary. And of course that's a normal part of growing
up, or at least it was for me, and that gave me an
opportunity to ask questions. I was the kind of seminarian
who didn't hold back in asking a professor or a formator
some of the questions for myself.

I also had the opportunity to reflect upon them,
because at one stage in my own formation I really seriously
considered, wow, is this where I'm supposed to be? And
I remember talking to my family. I remember talking to my
spiritual director. I remember talking to some of my
classmates. I remember talking to some people outside the
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seminary. I remember talking to my spiritual director, if
I haven't already said that one. And that was a helpful
way for me to come to grips with this whole life.

Can I just say one thing. For me, in the seminary,
celibacy was presented not as a series of denials or
deprivation. Celibacy wasn't presented to me in the
seminary as, "You can't get married. You can't have sexual
intercourse. You can't have a relationship. You can't
have children." It wasn't presented as a series of "you
can't"s, of denials. Seminary presented me with the whole
concept of celibacy as one of relationships, a freeing of
the person to be able to engage in relationships. For me,
that was fundamentally different to what I had heard from
people in the past.

Often it was categorised as denial, "You can't do
this. Keep the rules, and that's all you have to do",
whereas my experience was actually very different. It was
very much about seeking out life-giving healthy
relationships in your own life and in the lives of the
people that you are going to be working with.

MR FREE: You mentioned the 1992 papal document. So that
came after you had been, yourself, at the seminary and
before you became the rector at Banyo?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: That's correct.

MR FREE: Were you responsible for introducing any changes
at Banyo in response to that document?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I don't know if you would say
I introduced them. I would say I developed on from my
predecessors. The rector immediately before me worked
very, very well in this area of reforming and shaping the
formation program. The rector before him was
Father Chalmers, and it was during his time as rector that
this document really was published and started to take on
shape. So I like to think that the work that I did over
a period of seven years was building upon the work of my
two immediate predecessors.

MR FREE: What specific differences were there in the
formation in your time as rector as compared with your own
time at the seminary?
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AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I think the model of life in
the seminary was very different. When I was a seminarian
at the seminary in Banyo in Brisbane, we were living in
a very large building that was built in 1939 through to
1967, or thereabouts. It was a very large,
institutional-style building, a little bit monastic in its
structure.

By the time I came back as the rector, the whole
formation program had changed, as well as the layout of the
seminary itself. A new seminary was built in a different
part of the property, facing out onto the street. The old
building was in the middle of a very large property of
about 100 acres. The new seminary was built right on the
corner facing out onto the street opposite to other houses
and buses going past. It was interactive. Its structure
was interactive with society and with people in the
neighbourhood. That was very, very different, because the
physicality demonstrated a whole shift in the mentality of
formation.

The seminary that I was given to continue working in
was very much focused on young men being formed in
a society, not apart from the society, and I think that's
probably the most obvious difference.

MR FREE: Was there a difference in terms of the
formators and whether they were ordained people as opposed
to laypeople?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Do you want to know the
difference from when I was a seminarian to when I was the
rector?

MR FREE: Yes, please.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: When I was a seminarian, the
majority of the teaching and formation staff were priests,
religious sisters and a laywoman who was particularly
involved in pastoral formation and did so for quite some
years, and then there were laymen and laywomen who also
came in from outside of the seminary to teach formative
classes.

There was quite a large domestic staff in the house
because the seminary - by the time I was there, part of the
old building was also being used as a seminar centre, and
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that meant that many groups, not just Catholic but right
across the board, came in for seminars. They often ate in
the dining room near us or next to us or sometimes with us.
We were meeting and mingling and mixing with people, male
and female, lay, religious, ordained, and sometimes, as
I said, not just Catholic people but people from other
Christian denominations and other groups as well. So there
was quite a large mix in that when I was there.

When I was the rector - did you want me to say that as
well?

MR FREE: Yes.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: When I was the rector, there
was myself, the spiritual director, the first-year
formator, the academic dean, the pastoral formator, the
mission and faith formator, the house management staff,
there was what I call the home economics teacher - life
skills teaching, nutrition, cooking, health, wellbeing,
et cetera. There was a group of probably about 10 or
12 people. Some were resident in the seminary. Others
came from without. They were married women, single women,
religious women, religious brothers and ordained priests.
We had quite a variety of formators coming from different
parts of life.

For the intellectual aspect of the formation when
I was rector, the seminarians in Brisbane went across to
the Australian Catholic University, principally. Some of
them also went to the University of Queensland, where they
were sitting in mixed classes of male and female
composition, ordinand students, lay students. They were
being taught by male and female religious, ordained,
married, single. It was quite a normal, in my estimation,
mix of society or blend of society.

MR FREE: With your own intellectual formation when you
were at the seminary, did you attend the university or was
that all in-house?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: The majority of our training
when I was a seminarian was done under the professors in
the seminary because the theologate was in the house.
However, we were sent to the University of Queensland as
well.
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MR FREE: Can I ask you, bishop, specifically about the
assessment process. You have described your own experience
of undertaking some assessment tests when you joined the
seminary. What were the processes when you were the rector
and what changes had come about in that time?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Okay. When I was the rector,
when I took on that role, the formation and the
psychological assessment began during the discernment year
for men through Canali House. The current director of
Canali House has degrees in psychology as well as theology
and other areas. He was engaging other professionals
outside of Canali House to also assist in that work.

Then, likewise, prior to coming in to the seminary
formation program, there was a series of psychological
testing, visits with a psychologist, a psychiatrist,
a spiritual formator, and so that was quite a thorough
process that happened.

Then if the student was successful and came in to the
seminary program, that same formator, the discernment house
director, is also the pastoral director in the seminary, so
there is a continuum there, and there is not a break. He
is able to also offer some assistance in that area, but the
seminary also has an external psychologist that is involved
with seminary assessments along the way.

For example, if a given student had a particular issue
that emerged during his formation sessions, he knew that he
was free to ask the possibility to go and speak to the
psychologist outside of the seminary, and that continued
all the way through.

MR FREE: So is that only a kind of at-call service, if
the seminarian requests it?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: There might have been a case
also when a formator might have suggested to the
seminarian, "This issue seems to be fairly pressing for
you. You might want to talk about it a little more with
your spiritual director, but you might want to talk about
it with the rector or another formator, or you might like
to take up the opportunity to speak to a psychologist."

I think the big difference, while I was rector, was
that we tried to normalise the idea of psychological
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assessment for men so that they had the sense that this was
part of their wellbeing and their developmental health. In
the same way that if you were physically unwell, you would
go to a medical practitioner, if you had some psychological
thoughts or some issues that you needed to talk through,
there was nothing wrong or nothing stigmatised about going
and talking to a psychologist or somebody who was
a professional in this area of development.

I think what was very positive about that is that that
gave men an opportunity to have a continuation and
accountability to themselves beyond ordination. I know
young priests, I know even myself, have had the opportunity
to say, "Look, this is a good chance to go and speak to
somebody, to clear my head a little bit, to see what's
happening for myself, how this may have affected me."

MR FREE: Just one aspect of the initial assessment
process, bishop: was there a system in place, when you
were at Banyo, for finding out about whether a person
presenting to the seminary had been in any other seminary
in the country or overseas?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: That was one of the questions
certainly on the questioning that happened prior to coming
into the seminary. In the Archdiocese of Brisbane, you
will find quite a comprehensive list of questions beginning
from basic family biographical details, personal history,
police check - there is a whole lot of different elements
that we go through in the discernment process beforehand.
One of the questions on that form is, "Have you been in
a seminary before? Have you been in a house of formation?
If so, when, where?", et cetera. Then if that did happen,
the vocations director would make every attempt then to
contact that house or that formation institution to inquire
as to the background as to why the person might have left
and were there any other circumstances, et cetera.

MR FREE: Is there a system for independently checking
that information?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Not that I'm aware of. This
was an initiative that we had established in Brisbane.

MR FREE: But you depended on the person to accurately
answer that question and tell you if they had been
somewhere else?
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AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: That's correct.

MR FREE: Dr Ranson, can I turn to you. You have
identified in the material that you have provided the
Commission that pre-seminary and pre-novitiate processes
for assessment of candidates is an important area that
needs to be addressed. Can you just outline what you see
as the priorities of that assessment and the deficiencies
in the system as you understand them to be?

DR RANSON: Well, I was writing very much from my
experience in the 1990s, so this is taking us back 20 years
ago. It's clear that there have been developments over
those 20 years, so my comments relate much more
historically than they might to the present.

It was clear to me certainly in the 1990s that the
assessment leading into seminary life or into religious
life was in place; that is, I can't think of an example
where someone did not undertake psychological assessment.
This was a standard practice by the 1990s, certainly. It
was in practice by the late 1970s, when I was in the
seminary, for several years.

My concern was the way in which it was used. I had
proposed that in fact, though important it was, perhaps too
much emphasis had been placed on it, in the sense that
a psychological assessment of an individual at any given
time is a snapshot into that person's wellbeing at that
particular time, but unless it is engaged in a sustained
and an unfolding way, its use is very limited.

So in the 1990s, I was concerned that even though
psychological assessment had been introduced as a standard
practice, its sustained engagement had yet to be developed
and so it was, as it were, a box ticked rather than
something that was woven into the very fabric of the
ongoing formation. It was clear that the years of
formation themselves generated issues that may not have
been present at the time of the assessment, and therefore
as people continued to mature, as they continued to grow,
as they found themselves in new situations personally and
pastorally, there was the need for more sustained
engagement.

I was also concerned that at the end of the formation
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period - that is, prior to ordination or prior to religious
profession - assessment wasn't undertaken again. It seemed
to me that it would have been a practice that should have
been repeated at the end of formation, not just at the
beginning of formation, now that there was clear discussion
taking place as to whether a person was suitable for
ordination on the basis of the experience of the years of
formation, but I can't think of a single example where
someone may have been asked to undertake a new
psychological assessment, as part of that discernment, at
the end of formation. So that was one of the things that
I was proposing was required.

However, more broadly, my concern was around the
emphasis that we placed on initial formation rather than on
ongoing formation. But this linked also, then, with my
concern for the length of time that the paradigm of
formation entailed.

I'm certainly aware from my own personal experience in
the 1970s, which I think at the end of the 1970s - and
I can only speak quite positively of my own experience in
formation, and since, but we are still operating very much
under a Tridentine model of seminary life. That is the
model of seminary formation that was designed at the end of
the 16th century, which has its emphasis primarily on
intellectual formation. Though I certainly admit there has
been great progress in developing human and pastoral
formation in recent years, nonetheless the primary emphasis
is on academic formation, and this was at the very centre
of the Tridentine paradigm.

Because the emphasis is on such extensive intellectual
and academic formation, the period of formation is very
long - six or seven years. I was proposing - I still would
propose - that that length of time in initial formation is
in fact counterproductive and that the real formation of
people actually begins in the field, so to speak, so after
they are ordained, that is, when they are in the practice
of ministry.

It would seem to me that we need to look at ways of
reducing periods of initial formation, rather than
suggesting that all formation occurs during that period,
and placing much greater emphasis on ongoing formation.

MR FREE: Ongoing formation was an aspect of the 1992
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papal document; is that right? Did that lead to any
significant change in the practice of ongoing formation?

DR RANSON: I'm not sure that the document itself
initiated any change. There's certainly a sense - my own
personal experience, I suppose, dating from the late 1970s,
was that ongoing formation of clergy has been part of the
life of many dioceses in one way or another, such that some
dioceses would have had a priest, for example, appointed
and some of them would have been appointed full time with
the ministry of ongoing formation for clergy. So they
would have been responsible for facilitating in-service
programs of one kind or another.

There are, of course, different ways of entering into
ongoing formation. So I think ongoing formation of clergy,
which has been around well before 1992, has been limited to
the provision of clergy conferences and clergy seminars of
one kind or another, whereas I would be suggesting that
ongoing formation needs to be something far more systemic,
and particularly for those who are newly ordained.

So I think we will continue to struggle while we
maintain the current paradigm of formation, which is
essentially Tridentine. As long as we see the period of
initial formation as primarily academic and intellectual,
the human and the pastoral will be slotted in to an already
overcrowded academic program.

Ongoing formation, for me, is much more than about the
occasional seminar or the occasional conference. It's
about building into the very fabric of one's life processes
and skills of continuous reflection of one's experience.

MR FREE: When you talk about making ongoing formation
more systemic, perhaps you could just tell us in practical
terms what features of a system you would advocate for?

DR RANSON: For example, I think if we were able to move
towards a shorter initial formation process that wasn't
burdened by the length of time, which has its own
difficulties, I think, then we could move to a situation
where clergy were withdrawn from ministry every year for
two or three months, for which they could reflect on their
actual experience of ministry and of life and learn from
their actual experience of ministry and life and extend
their professional awareness and knowledge based on
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experience.

As it is, we ordain people and send them out into
ministry and then basically rely very heavily on their own
personal responsibility to engage in their professional
development. We do provide the occasional seminar and
conference, as I say, that seeks to assist professional
development, but ongoing formation is much more about how
a person enters into that process and assumes
responsibility for that process, so that they are engaged
in a continuous adventure of learning about what it means
to be a minister in a public forum.

MR FREE: Dr Chalmers, can I ask you, please, if you have
a view about what Dr Ranson has said, particularly the
balance between initial formation and ongoing formation?

DR CHALMERS: I agree with virtually everything that
Dr Ranson has said there. I come at it from a perspective
of an adult educator, which is the area or field of my
study. One way of expressing it is to say that there is no
such thing as a born parent. Parents have parenthood
dragged out of them by their children, whether they are
toddlers or adolescents or older. The same thing with
priesthood. It's not something that you just have of
yourself; it's drawn out of you. The way that Dr Ranson
spoke was he was speaking of - I'm sorry. I've lost it.
I'm sorry. I will pick it up if you can --

MR FREE: Thank you.

DR GERAGHTY: Could I just make a couple of comments about
what has been said?

MR FREE: Yes, doctor.

DR GERAGHTY: When I was at Springwood, I was involved in
assessment of students, and that's another issue, but I was
told by the rector on one occasion that it was forbidden
for me to talk about sex or celibacy to any of the
students. Now, I hadn't done it, anyway, and I didn't plan
to do it. I was teaching theology. But he just
spontaneously told me that. We were dealing with about
150 students and they were all 18, 19, 20. They all had
their problems, I presume, but I didn't know anything about
it, except for a couple of them.
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I would sit in on the assessment, and the things they
would talk about were whether people were turning up for
prayers on time, whether they were coming at 7 o'clock or
6 o'clock, or whenever it was, whether they were there for
their meditation, whether they had their hands in their
pockets or whether they were talking when they shouldn't
have been talking in the refectory or in the corridors.

I was sitting there as a junior person and I knew
a few things - very little, but I knew a few things.
I knew that there was one priest who was visiting a student
and having sex with him, taking him in to Springwood to the
pub, getting him drunk and then taking him to a motor inn.
But I was just sitting there and I was bound by the
internal forum about all of this, you see, so I couldn't
say anything about this. I wasn't interested in whether
people had their hands in their pockets. I was told that
I wasn't allowed to talk to them about that.

MR FREE: Can I just ask, Dr Geraghty, what stage of
assessment are you talking about? Are you talking about
assessment during their time or at the end?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes, in the minor seminary, when they're
doing philosophy. They were learning Latin and doing some
Church history and doing a little bit of scripture, but
mostly philosophy.

MR FREE: Were you involved at all in the assessment of
students at the end of their studies before ordination?

DR GERAGHTY: No, because I was not in the major seminary
then. When I was in the major seminary, I was teaching
theology and there was a division between pastoral
formation and assessment and the theological arm. So
I wasn't involved in that. But I do know that it resonated
with me when Dr Chalmers was talking, that it was the age
of revolution. They actually had the rector moved.
Cardinal Gilroy moved the rector, who had been there for
years and years, because the students were in rebellion
about what was happening there.

THE CHAIR: Dr Geraghty, where does your experience meet,
as it were, with the later experience of the other three,
in different ways? How do we understand this - a continuum
or a change?
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DR GERAGHTY: Well, I'm surprised. Sitting here, I'm
surprised. One of my clear recollections - in 1975/1976,
I went with the spiritual director from Manly to visit five
or six priests that had come down on holidays from Banyo.
They had been ordained two or three years. They were young
guys. I went there with Brian Yates on the invitation of
my very dear friend who was teaching theology at Banyo,
Peter McEniery, who is now dead. We did our doctorates
together, and he asked me to go and see these people who he
taught.

So I turned up there after dinner, and they were all
in very brief shorts. Several of them were grabbing at one
another's private parts in some kind of - the kind of
football way they do, horse play kind of, and shouting, and
they were skiting about the fact that they had come down on
the train, and by the time they had reached the border,
they were drunk already. Remember, they're on holidays.
So they're drunk and they're causing trouble on the way
down. Several of them told one another, teasing one
another, that they had been at a brothel the day that I had
been there.

Now, I was pretty horrified, so it lives in my memory,
I have to say. I was thinking about this when they were
talking about the new formation they were having. This was
in 1975/1976, so they would have been ordained in 1972,
1973, 1974. I couldn't tell you the names of them now,
even if I knew them then, but I went home --

THE CHAIR: But are you saying that your experience
effectively tells you, and you are telling us, that it was
wholly inadequate to form people who were capable of
fulfilling a proper role in the Church; is that what you
are saying?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes, yes, from Springwood and Manly.
I don't know of - well, that's the only indication I have
about Banyo, although I visited there a few times. I can't
tell you about Banyo, I can't tell you about Melbourne, but
I can tell you about Sydney.

THE CHAIR: In terms of the current day, what should the
Church, in your view, have learnt from the negatives in the
experience that you had?

DR GERAGHTY: Well, first of all, they have to train their
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teachers. They have to have proper assessments, proper
expertise. And nobody except one of the spiritual
directors had expertise when I was going through.

THE CHAIR: Expertise in?

DR GERAGHTY: In spiritual direction, in psychology. The
guy that was trying to hypnotise had no expertise in
hypnotism, so that's --

THE CHAIR: So professional people?

DR GERAGHTY: It has to be serious. And then they have to
have special records. We never had any records. I was
sitting in an assessment and no-one was taking any notes.
They were not producing any report of what had gone on in
the meeting. It was on a need to know kind of basis, too.
There were a lot of things that the rector knew, I presume,
that I never knew. We didn't have meetings regularly. So
you have to tighten up that system. I don't know whether -
they might have meetings regularly now, but I do know that
they're wearing soutanes.

THE CHAIR: I'm going to ask the bishop in a moment to
tell me of his experience, you see, in light of what you
say was wrong with the time that you experienced. What
else should the Church have learnt from your experience?

DR GERAGHTY: That they're ordaining people too young;
that they're ordaining them without assessing them; that
they're ordaining them without knowing what they're like;
that they're ordaining the wrong people - I was one of
them.

THE CHAIR: The wrong people in what way?

DR GERAGHTY: Well, if there had been a proper assessment
of me, they would have known that I just didn't fit into an
organisation very well. They would have known that. It
has taken me a long time to discover that myself, but there
was no assessment about that. But I was a kind of Irish
rebellion.

THE CHAIR: There have been a few of those over history,
but that doesn't mean that you can't do the job of
a priest, does it?
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DR GERAGHTY: I think it probably does, because I think it
requires cooperation, with meetings, with people, putting
up with a lot of crap. You have to be people that do that,
not intolerant people.

THE CHAIR: Ultimately what comes out of that, I think is
what you are saying, are two things: firstly, in your
time, in your experience, the Church failed to understand
the personality of the people coming in to training --

DR GERAGHTY: I don't think they were --

THE CHAIR: -- and, secondly, didn't have an adequate
level of trained instructors. Is that what it amounts to?

DR GERAGHTY: Your Honour, they took everybody. There
were about 350 people going through the seminary in my time
at any one stage. There would be 160 at Manly at 180 at
Springwood. They took anybody and everybody. So they
really didn't feel the need of doing that, because they
were feeding them into a system where obedience and
conformity answered all the questions. But they weren't
personalities they wanted. They didn't want anyone who was
thinking for themselves at that stage.

And as far as education was going, intellectual
education, in my time it was like an apprenticeship rather
than an education. Our lectures were in Latin. We were
only dealing with neo-scholasticism.

THE CHAIR: You're older than me, doctor, but would you
accept that society as a whole has moved from a more rigid
understanding of the proper behaviour of people to one in
which one is able to develop one's own intellect?

DR GERAGHTY: Yes, but I'm not sure the Church has moved.

THE CHAIR: I'm now about to ask the other three. Bishop,
I identified you, but each of you should have a chance to
respond. You understand where we have got to with
Dr Geraghty in terms of the problems that he encountered.
What do you say as to now? Maybe if we start with you,
Father Chalmers, and then move through the three of you?

DR CHALMERS: Your Honour, I will answer, but my
Parkinsons is playing up.
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THE CHAIR: Would you prefer I move to the bishop?

DR CHALMERS: If you wouldn't mind. I will come back.

THE CHAIR: There is a challenge there in what Dr Geraghty
says because, clearly, identifying what he identified,
there were serious concerns about whether or not the Church
was doing it correctly. What's the situation now?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Your Honour, I think from what
I have already said, the experiences that I had, both as
a seminarian and also as a rector, are just miles away from
the experience that Dr Geraghty had. I think that even
looking at the progress and the change from when I was
a seminarian to when I was asked to be the rector, you can
see that it has continued to move, in my experience, in
a much better and more healthy direction.

The staff that are teaching and forming at the
seminary where I was rector in Brisbane are all
professional people. I think in the literature that we
were given from Monsignor Grace, the rector in Banyo
currently, he provided a curriculum vitae of all his staff,
and you can see that they are very well-prepared people.
I think this is an enormous change.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Are those changes, bishop, based
on a clear understanding of the failures of the past? To
simply change because one is required to is fine, but has
the Church acknowledged that the seminary life was in fact
unhealthy - both unhealthy for the seminarians and
unhealthy for the Church ultimately?

Is there a recognition now that what took place in the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s failed the Church, its faithful and
ultimately the community, or is there simply a movement
across to doing better practices without that fundamental
recognition that there were significant failures, deep
failures, within the seminary approaches of the past? Is
that acknowledgment there?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Commissioner, I think there is
an acknowledgment that there were aspects of the formation
in the past that were not as good as they could have been
and that they did contribute to the shortcomings within
this area that we are talking about, and it is more than
just pedagogy. I think, you know, anything that has
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contributed to the harm caused to people with regards to
abuse and violation is bad, and I think that there are some
elements, lacunae, in the formation of the past, that
have --

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Would you just explain what that
means?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Lacunae? Holes, gaps.
Elements that, in hindsight, when we look back, we say we
could have done that differently, we could have done that
better, we could have done something that may have assisted
these young people to have a more integrated
self-awareness, understanding, psychosexual development,
et cetera. And so there were some lacunae, and I think
that the fact that the formation programs have changed in
the 1980s, the 1990s and the 2000s, which is the period
that I'm familiar with personally, is not just, "Oh, let's
change the way we teach." I think there is quite
a deliberate mind in the teachings of the Church, the
documents of the formation, the progress, the continuation
and the ongoing formation of the formators.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: So just going back to your
answer that I questioned, you indicated that there were
gaps, but there was also a greater understanding - I think
your expression was you "could have done better". If
I were to ask you what do you think were the three or four
major gaps and/or areas that could have been done better,
what would they have been?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Listening to Dr Geraghty's
experience, I think first thing would have been not to take
children into minor seminaries. That was not just
something that was happening in Australia, that was
happening right around the world, and we no longer do that
in Australia. So I think there is a concrete example where
we don't take people who are minors into seminaries.

When I was the seminary rector and in my time as
vocations director, I worked with young men who were
normally in their 20s/30s. So the seminarians who are
currently in Banyo who went there during my time are men in
their late 20s, mid to late 20s, 30s, late 30s. They were
men who had life experience. And one of the things that
I tried to do was extend my own experience. That gap year
that I had was one of the most valuable experiences of my
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life, because it gave me an opportunity to move beyond the
security of my family life and my parish life and my small
community life and experience the world, in the same way
that when I was in formation as a seminarian I travelled
overseas, I worked in a hospital, and I didn't do cushy
jobs, I worked in the sterilisation department cleaning
instruments for surgical operations, et cetera. It was
earthy kind of work. This was very valuable for me,
because it gave me another perspective on life, and this
was part of what we were trying to do in our vocations
discernment and assessment leading in.

Now, that's, clearly, very, very different to what was
happening, from what I've heard was happening in the past.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Would the second area be, in
relation to clericalism - which we heard a lot of last week
and there has been much discussion in the Church - has
there been a learning that the type of clericalism to which
young people in the seminaries and young priests were being
trained - that model is no longer appropriate, but, more
importantly, it in some way contributed to the culture
within the Church which either allowed or sustained or
covered up the sexual abuse? Is there a thorough
understanding that that model of clericalism that was
apparent in the 1950s, the 1960s and the 1970s, and even by
some today, is an inappropriate model, if we are in fact
going to have a healthy Church?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Commissioner, I think any kind
or any form of clericalism is against the mission of the
Church. It is not healthy. Any group, be it clergy, be it
the medical profession, be it the legal profession, who
just turns in upon itself and excludes everybody else, the
people who they are actually set up to serve and to work
for, I think is a poor model of development. And so
I would say clericalism at any level is unhealthy and not
good.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: And is there a recognition that
that clericalism did in fact contribute in some way to the
unhealthy aspect of the Church in relation to child sexual
abuse?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I think that there is.

THE CHAIR: You say that with a qualification, you "think
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there is"; you are not suggesting you know there is?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Well, from my experience,
your Honour - I can only speak from my experience, and it
is quite a limited experience in that regard. It is my own
time in the seminary in the 1980s, through to 1991, and
then my time as a rector in the later period.

When I say I think it is, that's what I say.
I believe, I think, it is.

THE CHAIR: You are an assistant bishop in Sydney?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I am.

THE CHAIR: Sydney has a seminary?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: The Sydney Archdiocese is
responsible for two seminaries, the Good Shepherd Seminary
at Homebush and the Redemptoris Mater Seminary of the
Neo-Catechumenal Way.

THE CHAIR: Do you work from time to time with the
seminarians or in those seminaries?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: In my short time here in the
Archdiocese, your Honour - I was only ordained a bishop in
Sydney only in August of last year, so I'm not even six
months back in Sydney.

THE CHAIR: You are catching up.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Exactly. One of my areas of
responsibility is to be liaison for the archbishop and with
the archbishop to the seminaries.

Now, at the moment I haven't had many opportunities to
be engaged in the seminary on a day-to-day basis. But
I certainly have met with the staff of both seminaries,
I have met with the students of both seminaries, both in a
social way, through meals, but also in a formal way in
coming to meet them and spending some time in prayer.

It is my intention to have more connection and to
build up that relationship with the seminaries.

THE CHAIR: Dr Ranson, do you want to comment on these
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matters?

DR RANSON: Yes, thank you, your Honour. I think there is
an implicit recognition, but I would find it refreshing if
there were a public acknowledgment of the failings of the
past.

Clearly, the system that Dr Geraghty has described,
which was the experience of all those who underwent
formation at that time, was a distorted system. And it
would be helpful for us not to pretend it to be otherwise,
to call it for the distortion that it was. No-one could
live in that system and not end up with at least having to
wrestle with the possibility of distortion - I'm not saying
that everyone who emerged out of that was distorted, but
clearly that system was both dangerous and detrimental to
human flourishing.

THE CHAIR: Presumably, that system didn't happen
overnight?

DR RANSON: No, this is right. It has emerged over
several centuries, and it has also been complicated by
a range of cultural factors, remembering, of course, that
the Australian Church emerges out of the Irish Church, and
so it bears the same distortions that Irish ecclesiasticism
suffered under. So I think there will be no movement
forward until we can not only implicitly acknowledge the
liabilities of the past but actually publicly acknowledge
that this was wrong and this was distorted.

The turning point came in the 1970s, I think, with the
decision across Australia - and I'm not sure how
coordinated this was, but certainly in the 1970s, and
I might be corrected in terms of details here. Certainly
in the early 1970s, as I understand it, there was
a decision made by the different provinces, ecclesiastical
provinces across Australia, to split the theologates from
the seminaries. So theological education was now to be
undertaken by separate institutions to those of the
seminaries.

Now, this was, in fact, the most important thing that
began to shift the paradigm, because now the theological
institutions were open to everybody, not just to clerics.
So from that period on, seminarians would undertake their
theological studies with other men and women, and I think
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that began to create a shift.

THE CHAIR: Why was that done? What was behind that?

DR RANSON: I'm not sure of the historical reasons. You
would have to ask someone.

THE CHAIR: Could it have been a resource issue?

DR RANSON: It may have. I wasn't party to it. I was
only a boy at the time.

DR GERAGHTY: One of the reasons was that Manly College
got a pontifical doctorate program going, starting off with
a baccalaureate and then a licentiate and then a doctorate.
So the professors then had to satisfy academic
qualifications from Rome, and that was a difficulty and it
put a lot of pressure on the staff. As a result, the
academic hived off from the formation, at Manly.

DR RANSON: So then the development of theological
consortia, like the Melbourne College of Divinity, like the
Sydney College of Divinity, and so forth, began to unfold,
and I think that then began to create a change in the right
direction.

Subsequent to that particular historical development,
which I think was a very positive one, I think we do see
changes occurring for the better, particularly in respect
to human and pastoral formation, and I think there have
been significant advances in respect to that.

I would not want to pretend that they are sufficient.
Because, though we have made significant advances, I think,
over the last 30 years, the paradigm is still the same.
The paradigm is still a Tridentine paradigm, and until the
paradigm itself changes we still bear the liabilities of
long institutional programs of formation.

Now, there are obvious and clear efforts to
de-institutionalise the situation, and I think
Bishop Randazzo has enunciated some of the attempts there
that may have occurred at Banyo, for example, and I'm sure
that there would be other examples. But these changes are
still within the continuing paradigm. So the paradigm
itself has to be explored and the paradigm itself I think
has to change for lasting and enduring change to occur.
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THE CHAIR: You have raised a big issue, but maybe we
should have some refreshment before we pursue it further.

DR GERAGHTY: Your Honour, I would like to say something
later on about the formation documents.

THE CHAIR: You will have every chance, but we will take
a short adjournment now.

SHORT ADJOURNMENT

THE CHAIR: I understand Father Chalmers has become quite
unwell and, as a consequence, he has gone to seek
assistance and we won't see him again today.

Can I come back to where we were before the
adjournment. I would like to know from each of you
something about what I understand to be given the label
"ontological change" that occurs when a priest is
ordained - is that a doctrine to which the Church still
adheres?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Are you addressing that to me,
your Honour?

THE CHAIR: Maybe, bishop; you are probably the senior one
in the ranks.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: From the Greek "ontos",
meaning the being of the person, the depth of the person is
shifted and changed and formed in a particular sacramental
way, yes.

THE CHAIR: We opened up the question of clericalism
before the adjournment. It has been said to me, anyway,
that the Church's understanding of this concept of change
is something that has imbued some priests and religious
with a sense of difference, and it has encouraged laity to
see them as different and more godly, which has contributed
to the concept of clericalism and its negative forces in
the life of the Church. That has been said to me. Can you
comment on that?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Yes, your Honour. I think at
its best, and in the most healthy way, the sense of being
separated is meant in a sense of being set apart for the
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service of the faithful. That's at its very best. And
I think at its very worst is when it is expressed in a
certain sense of privilege - that because you are a priest,
because you are a bishop, because you are ordained, you
have privilege.

At its worst and in its most unhealthy way, that
seemed to, in the past, grow up to a sense that the priest
was somehow seen as being on a pedestal, slightly elevated,
a little higher, a little closer to heaven, maybe. And,
with it, that sense of being above and over is unhealthy,
and it may have contributed, in some cases, to the priest
thinking he was more important or more privileged than
others.

One of the changes that I used to talk about in the
formation when I was the rector - and I made this change
specifically because over the last 10, 15, 20 years there
has been a great backlash against this sense of privilege,
to the point where it began to undermine, even, the sense
of being set apart for the service of the faithful, for the
service of the mission of the Church.

Upon reflection, I maintain that, indeed, the priest
is on a pedestal. However, the pedestal is the pedestal of
the cross, and this is where the faith comes in, that the
only pedestal that a priest is able to claim is the cross
of Jesus Christ, which is the ultimate act of self-giving
and self-sacrifice. And so that's a higher spiritual ideal
that does not smack at all of privilege but, rather, is
imbued with a sense of service.

THE CHAIR: What is said to us, and it is said to us over
and over again, let me tell you, in private sessions, is
that because of the way the priest was perceived by the
family, the priest was firstly trusted beyond question;
and, secondly, given access to children which allowed for
the abuse to emerge.

Now, insofar as the priest is seen as special or
imbued with a questioning function to perform God's work on
earth, it feeds such a perception, you understand?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I do understand.

THE CHAIR: What is the Church doing about that?
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AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Well, I can speak once more
from my experience. As I mentioned earlier, I had an uncle
who was a priest. He, without a doubt, had a particular
special place in our family. It was a great thing for us
to have such a good man in our family. He was one of
11 children. He took his place amongst the family after
the eldest son, he was the second son. He had, when we saw
him, an active role in our family, and for us the greatest
sense of privilege was that he could celebrate the mass,
that he could administer the sacraments. That's what set
him apart for us. In every other aspect, he was one of our
uncles, he was one of our family members, and he took
a place there within the family. So that's my own personal
experience.

I think, to address your question, your Honour,
directly, what is the Church doing about it, again, I can
speak from experience with regards the time when I was
a rector of a seminary. I would use practical experiences;
I would make sure that the students who were training, the
seminarians, had opportunities throughout their formation
to experience pastoral contact with other priests who were
already in a ministerial life, and I think, if we're very
honest, you will find that in the hard, day-to-day work
that most priests are engaged in in their ministry and
their mission, these days, there are very few privileges
attached to it. I think we've been talking consistently,
for my entire time from when I was in the seminary, from
1985 to now, with regards to putting aside this sense of
privilege and clericalism, and this has been my experience.

THE CHAIR: It is said that even the dress that priests
wear can contribute to this perception that the priest is
something separate and higher, of a higher order, and the
role the priest plays in, as it were, the spiritual
dimension of a layperson can also contribute to this issue.
Would you have any comment on that?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Well, with regards to the
dress that we might wear --

THE CHAIR: I notice, by the way, that you two are dressed
differently.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: And so was Father John, so
there is a difference right across the board there. Again,
it is something that I have held in my own life as part of
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my own practice as a priest, and now a bishop, and what
I would teach the seminarians when I was responsible for
them: I always said, "Look at the circumstances, look at
the situation in which you find yourself. So, as a parish
priest, one day I might find myself in the backyard of the
parish with a big screen up, with a hamburger in one hand
and a can of beer in the other, with a whole group of
people from the parish watching, for example, a State of
Origin match. The very next day, I might find myself
sitting at the Governor's table at Government House. Both
are exercising priestly ministry in different ways. In my
mind, to be standing dressed like this with a hamburger
with tomato sauce running down my sleeve and a cold beer in
this hand - this kind of attire isn't appropriate for that
particular moment. Nor is an open-necked polo shirt and
a pair of moccasins and a pair of jeans at the Governor's
table." So what I try to imbue upon the students and I try
to practise in my own life is, there is an occasion and you
look to the occasion: where are you being called to fit
into that occasion. Yesterday I did a formal pastoral
visit to a parish. I wore a soutane. If I go to the beach
in a few weeks' time, if you see me with a soutane on
I would ask you to come and clip me behind the ear, because
a soutane is not appropriate at the beach, a pair of board
shorts might be or a swimming costume, and vice versa.
I wouldn't visit a parish wearing board shorts, but
I would, when time is appropriate, dress like this or, on
a very solemn occasion, put on a soutane. I don't think
they speak of me being clerical; I think it actually says
that I have thought through the occasion and what is
appropriate.

Only last week I celebrated and preached with the
archbishop at the annual Red Mass. I was dressed in
vestments that looked like they came out of the middle ages
and the Chief Justice and the other judges were wearing
robes and the wigs that looked the same. It was completely
appropriate and completely normal under those
circumstances.

THE CHAIR: That's a matter of some debate amongst the
judges.

DR GERAGHTY: And among clerics, too.

THE CHAIR: That's what I'm seeking to explore. You
should not assume that everyone sees the judges' current
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dress is necessarily appropriate.

Dr Ranson, do you want to comment on these matters?

DR RANSON: Yes, I think there are three issues there,
your Honour, that you have raised.

First of all, to turn to this question of the
ontological change that occurs at the time of ordination.
This is, indeed, a complex theological construct that has
been used in more recent times - and I when say "more
recent times", the last 1,000 years - but not for the
entirety of the Church's understanding of priesthood. So
it's a medieval construct that came to the fore
particularly when theology was introduced in a new way to
Greek philosophy, particularly the philosophy of Aristotle.
There was a paradigm shift in theological understanding in
the 12th century, and Greek constructs were revisited by
theologians at the time. The question of ontology came to
the fore in a way that it hadn't before.

In fact, the real ontological change that occurs
occurs in baptism, not at the time of ordination. The
Church's understanding is that in the very act of baptism
one's being is re-conformed, and so if we want to talk
about ontological change we really should situate it in
baptism rather than in ordination.

So this is much more based in a scriptural context.
St Paul himself, in his letters, understands how a new
creature comes into being through their baptism. So this
might be represented, using Greek constructs, as a change
in being.

When priesthood is separated from baptism, that's
where we end up with a caste system. So when ordination is
seen as somehow distinct from baptism and no longer at the
service of baptism, and that is therefore of the priesthood
of all the faithful, that's where we end up with
a clericalism.

So a concentration on the ontological change that
occurs at ordination, as distinct from the ontological
change which actually occurs at baptism, creates a twofold
system that is quite dangerous.

Yes, and that becomes, and it has been used, clearly,



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) RANSON/RANDAZZO/GERAGHTY

Transcript produced by DTI

25245

to support a clerical mentality. And that clerical
mentality has been particularly pernicious and is very
dangerous.

It is supported in fact, secondly, by the second point
that you raised, by the idealisation that the Catholic
community has of its clergy, and so it is quite clear
historically that the Catholic community places an
expectation on its clergy that perhaps no other religious
tradition places on its ministers. And there are a lot of
presumptions that go with that idealisation. The
presumption of total availability; the presumption that the
priest somehow lives a life distinct from the normal
obligations and accountabilities of every other profession.
And, clearly, one of the factor that has contributed to the
situation with which we are faced is that historical
idealisation that has removed the clergy from professional
accountability in the way that every other profession has
to undertake.

This leads, then, to the third point I think that you
raised and that is the importance of us recognising the
sociology of priesthood. To my knowledge, this
consideration has not been ever articulated, but it is
clear that we haven't, as a community, understood
sufficiently the sociology of priesthood. That is, what
happens when a person is given a particular role within the
community, even be it a role of service? Occupying that
role of service places oneself in a particular relationship
to that community and, therefore, what are the dynamics
between the community and that person? And what is the
full nature of those dynamics?

Part of this - and it is confusing to me - is that
a lot of clergy I think struggle to recognise the fact that
they are public figures and that as a public figure they
accrue a certain responsibility and accountability to the
community. But being a public figure and recognised as
a public figure is part of this question of the sociology
of the role.

Linked to this - and I mentioned it last week with
you - was the difficulty of what we now call dual
relationships. This is also part of this consideration of
the sociology of the role. The role is both a public
figure, exercising a public ministry and therefore in a
professional relationship, but it is a relationship that is
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exercised in, hopefully, an ambience of friendship and
relationship. That is a very fraught position to be in.
It opens up the necessary consideration of power
relationships and so forth. All of this is about
sociology, to my thinking, and, to my knowledge, we haven't
entered into that consideration, neither have we trained or
do we train men now into a full recognition of the
implications of sociology.

THE CHAIR: You have moved into an area which I was going
to raise myself - and you should understand I was brought
up as an Anglican, not as a Catholic. It has seemed to
me - and I think this is what you are saying - that the
priest fulfills a caring function, if I can put it that
way, which has a significant spiritual dimension to it, but
it may, as I understand at least the Catholic tradition,
involve a great deal more than that in terms of
counselling, if I can put it into that framework, but at
the same time, the priest is required to, as it were,
gather together and assist an entire community, and I think
what you are saying is maintain an ongoing relationship
outside of the counselling and not entirely focused on the
spiritual development of the individuals in that community.

DR RANSON: Absolutely. As a parish priest, not only is
there an expectation that I'm pastorally present to
individuals, particularly in their vulnerable moments, when
they are ill, when they are dying, but also at their times
of celebration, and Catholics tend to want their priest to
be part of their celebrations.

THE CHAIR: It is not that different in the Anglican
Church, in my experience, either. But that raises risks,
though, doesn't it, in terms of that relationship,
particularly if it is open to an abuse of the power that
that gives the priest in that community?

DR RANSON: Absolutely, and, therefore, demands of the
individual extraordinary self-awareness, and that is why
I've argued strongly for the necessity of ongoing
formation - ongoing formation understood as this capacity
for continuous self-reflection on practice. Because
without that, then one could easily be led into situations,
if one doesn't have emotional literacy and doesn't have
self-awareness and doesn't have a professional awareness -
yes, the nature of dual relationships that constitute
Catholic pastoral ministry are fraught with liability.
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Of course, a pastoral relationship is only one aspect
of priestly life. As parish priest I am effectively the
manager of a small business. That requires its own set of
skills, in terms of HR, WH&S, financial management,
et cetera, et cetera. So it is a very multifaceted role to
occupy, in which one has responsibility for the life of
a community in all of its aspects - its material aspects,
its pastoral aspects and its spiritual aspects. So there
is an extraordinary expectation placed on the priest to
have some capacity across all of those areas.

It is unthinkable that someone would have been
released, as it were, into that expectation without the
proper training for all of those dimensions.
Unfortunately, I think as we have seen, we have come from
a system that may have trained one in the spiritual
dimension, a little in the pastoral, but not a great deal,
and nothing in the material, and then placed this
expectation that all of these things would be undertaken
with proficiency. Of course, this places an extraordinary
burden on individuals.

THE CHAIR: Bishop, do you want to comment on Dr Ranson's
thoughts there?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I do. I think Dr Ranson is
speaking with wisdom in this area, particularly with
regards to the ongoing formation of priests.

I would note, though, that one of the large shifts
that I've seen in my own life of 25 years as being a priest
is that there would be absolutely no expectation that the
priest in the parish does all of that on his own. And
I think there is a big shift from the past. Because when
he was responsible for everything on his own, he had
complete power, and it was unaccountable except to the
bishop.

I think in my own experience as a parish priest, as
a priest working in a parish with other priests and people,
I've always worked in a team of people. In my initial
appointments I was with other priests, so I lived in a
house with two or three other priests. But by the time
I was responsible for a parish myself, I lived on my own,
but I had a pastoral council - the chair of the pastoral
council was a woman; there were men and women, married and
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single, who formed that pastoral council. They came from
various life experiences, from domestic duties in the home
through to professionals. I also had a finance council to
be able to advise me.

And so one of the very fundamental principles in my
own experience of priestly ministry is that I make
decisions in collaboration and consultation with others,
and ultimately, as the person responsible, I put my
signature on the bottom and I take the decision, and there
is a fundamental shift between making and taking all on
your own, which we might have seen in the past, and now
making a decision in collaboration and consultation with
others and then ultimately taking the decision as the
person responsible. And I think there has been a very
large shift there, and that's fundamental and I think is
being serviced by our sense of ongoing need of formation.

THE CHAIR: I was particularly endeavouring to focus in,
as Dr Ranson did, on the particular relationship between
the individual and their spiritual development, and
particularly the power that that gives the priest with
young children and with adolescents, but also their role,
as it were, as the leader of the community.

As I understand it, what can be set up is a human
dynamic in which, given the priest's acknowledged
responsibilities in the community, the respect that he is
paid by adult members of the community, the danger that the
priest will then transgress with the child who is
undergoing or in the process of spiritual development is at
a heightened risk. It is one we see over and over again,
as I said. Bishop, do you have any comment upon that
question?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Your Honour, again, in my own
experience of 25 years, I've never personally had
one-to-one spiritual formation with a minor.

THE CHAIR: It doesn't require one-to-one; it's just the
role that you play which will set up in the child
a particular appreciation of you as a person. Do you
understand?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Yes.

THE CHAIR: You are the man who comes with the knowledge
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of God and the capacity to stimulate and inform the child,
which does set up a particular relationship between you and
the children in your parish.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I agree with you, yes, that is
correct, I believe. The way I might approach that would be
certainly through the family; if it was in the school,
through the people responsible in the school and the
education team that might be mandated with the care, the
pastoral care, the educational care of the child.

I think by the community owning the responsibility and
not delegating it completely or just leaving it to the
priest is also a model in which I have practised, and I've
trained others to do the same thing.

There is a certain sense of accountability, as
Dr Ranson has said, and I think that it is very important
for us, as clergy, to be able to learn from the experience
that we have, and the learning doesn't necessarily come
from doing; it comes from reflecting upon the doing. And
here is another shift in our educational pedagogy.

I think what is also important is that there would be,
in my estimation, no sense that I do all of the reflecting
and learning on my own in isolation but, rather, I would be
able to meet with the team that I'm working with, that
I would be able to seek professional assistance, either at
the educational level or at the administrative level.
There are support teams - I'm speaking from my experience
in Brisbane, but also now here in Sydney - pastoral parish
teams, support teams that provide us with accompaniment in
the ministry that we are doing. I think we are defraying
a certain sense of that pyramid that was all leading
towards the priest now to say that the faith community has
a collective responsibility for the faith development of
people of all ages in the community.

THE CHAIR: Do you think your experience and understanding
is reflected in the Church beyond your boundaries, as it
were?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I think Dr Ranson mentioned
before that this has been, with regard to the ontological
aspect, something that has been developing over a thousand
years. In the Church, one of the cultural aspects is that
50 years is a very short time, and that doesn't excuse us
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by any means. If there is a need now, then we need to
attend to it now.

In my work and in the work of the colleagues that I've
had, that I've collaborated with in my pastoral formation
in the seminary, I've made every effort to do something
now.

Could it be more? Yes. Why? Because it's ongoing
formation. It's not, "Oh, we've got a project now. This
particular syllabus will fix everything up." That would
be false economy. It has to be and has to develop
according to the needs and according to reflecting upon the
situation, both the positive aspects and most certainly the
negative ones.

THE CHAIR: On a somewhat different question, we
understand now that numbers of candidates for the seminary
are coming from other countries; is that right?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Right across Australia I have
seen an increase in international seminarians, yes.

THE CHAIR: In terms of identifying whether or not the
person is appropriate to commence at all, does the Church
here impose, as it were, a selection process on these
candidates? How does it work?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Your Honour, I can speak again
from my experience in Banyo. There was a project in Banyo
for a certain number of years, just before I became rector
and then into my time as rector, which was a reciprocal
kind of relationship with a diocese in Nigeria.

The rector prior to me and the vicar general of the
diocese went to the seminary in the diocese in Nigeria.
They interviewed a whole series of students and then, in
consultation with the local bishop, decided that two of the
students - correction there, sorry, four of the students
who had already completed their philosophical studies would
then come to Brisbane and undergo further formation in
their theological and pastoral and human, obviously, and
spiritual formation. So there was a system of going there,
meeting the people, cultivating that face to face
relationship. There were police checks done in Nigeria on
each of the four potential candidates and then when they
were brought to Australia they underwent psychological
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examination in the same way that the other seminarians in
Brisbane would have done.

Then the Archdiocese of Brisbane developed a whole
office where designated staff members, headed by a married
woman now, were particularly liaising and training with
those people outside of the seminary to support them in the
cultural diversity and the other experiences that they
might have had being in another country, in another
culture.

That went for a period of time and now that program no
longer continues in Brisbane. But that is my knowledge of
how it was. It wasn't just spin a wheel and pick a number
and we bring some people over.

THE CHAIR: Father Geraghty, I promised I wouldn't ignore
you and I won't. Do you want to comment on any of these
matters?

DR GERAGHTY: I do.

THE CHAIR: I thought you might.

DR GERAGHTY: Let me start by saying that the expectations
that are on the secular clergy are vast, as you have
pointed out, they are administrative, financial, spiritual,
pastoral, social. It is immense. So there is a terrific
field for failure. I was never trained in any of those,
but I was trained in theology.

So there is a sense that it doesn't matter how good
you are, you are not ever good enough. And if you have
a spirituality of perfection - which I will come to in a
minute - then everyone's a failure. So there is this sense
of depression, if you like.

And then you have, on top of that, a sapping energy,
where you have, say, 300 confessions you are hearing on
Thursday before first Friday. Sorry to involve you in
these Catholic kinds of practices, but priests are saying
four masses on Sunday and preaching. Imagine the kind of
effect that has on a person's spirituality. Celebrating
mass is meant to be a personal and enriching, profound
experience, and he's doing it four times and preaching of
an evening. This is very enervating and it can be very
depressing. The demands are becoming greater and greater
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as the numbers are getting fewer and fewer. So you have
this sense of failure.

Can I go back to the ontological question. It goes
back to Augustine and a big theological debate where
heretics, the question was whether people who baptised
others and were heretics, whether they had to be
rebaptised. A huge debate went on about it. A lot of
people said they had to be rebaptised, because heretics had
baptised them.

In the end, St Augustine said that baptism imposes an
indelible seal on the soul. He had this conflict between
soul and body, so that dualism, neoplatonism. So that
imposed an indelible seal on the soul.

They extended that then to confirmation. When
somebody was confirmed, there was another indelible seal
put on the soul as a confirmed Christian, which meant that
you could never be unbaptised. You can't get your
certificate back. Once you are baptised, that's the end.
There is no ceremony for un-baptising anybody or
un-confirming anybody, and it is the same with ordination.
There is no ceremony for de-ordinating someone, because
there is this indelible seal that goes on the soul,
according to St Augustine, that cannot be removed. Once
that seal is on, you are marked forever, in heaven or hell,
as a priest.

So then St Thomas and Bonaventure and the Scholastics
take it up and draw on Aristotle and his metaphysics, so
that instead of an indelible seal they talk about an
ontological change - a change in the very being, in the
very essence of somebody, in the very existence of it. So
you are a human being when you are born; when you are
ordained you are a priest. So that puts you on a pedestal
of perfection. You are an image of Jesus, of Christ.

You asked them the question whether this is still
being preached. You only have to read the formation
documents to see that it is. You only have to hear
Archbishop Julian Porteous from Hobart to know that that's
what he is doing. Of course, they are still talking about
that. Of course, the priest is still different in his very
being.

Now, you can talk about being on the cross or being on
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a pedestal, and it may very well be a nice spirituality to
develop about the pedestal being the cross, but that's not
how people have been taught to perceive the priest.

Memories keep coming back to me, when you are speaking
about that, of being in the playground at St Joseph's at
Neutral Bay when I was 6 and 7 and 8 and the priest coming
across and he would just hug you and sweep you up. He
would walk along with you in his arms or you would hold
hands with him. Many a time I've been with a priest on our
own in the sacristy as an altar boy. Many a time I've been
on altar boy picnics. Priests would come to our home on
Mondays and they would sleep in my bed. Nobody interfered
with me. I mean, these were good men. But that's the kind
of life - my parents just trusted them. They trusted them
like they would trust their own father, like they trust
God.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Dr Geraghty, you have made what is
a fundamental point, and that is that the nature of what
you described creates a situation where great trust is
therefore given to a person.

DR GERAGHTY: Unquestioned trust.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Now, our private session information
and our public hearing evidence and our research indicates
that some priests and many brothers and some nuns took
advantage of that trust and abused children in the home,
whilst the parents were there; sometimes, on their laps as
they spoke to the parents; sometimes, at the end of the
table, the dining table; sometimes, in their bedrooms;
often, in the presbytery; sometimes, in the Church itself;
sometimes, next to the altar. I mean, it is shocking. It
arose from trust, and hence our interest in the education
of priests and the formation process.

If this view of priests is likely to continue, because
of the very nature of the ceremonies you have described, is
the only way to reduce the risk of that happening from some
priests - we recognise it is a minority - a question of
having rules that are applied and kept to, that a priest
will never be alone with a child in a bedroom and in a
presbytery?

DR GERAGHTY: It is shocking to say it, Mr Commissioner,
but that's what my friends in the clergy now - that's the
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lifestyle they have. It's really sad, because we had
a very rich relationship with our priest. But these men
don't any more, because they are frightened of what could
be said, what might be alleged, what other priests have
done.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: So my question is, in the formation
of priests, which includes their education, should there be
a concentration on the risks that are attached to trust,
because some priests cannot be trusted?

DR GERAGHTY: Self-evidently, there must be.

DR RANSON: I would fully, wholeheartedly agree. I mean,
there are professional standards that are now developed,
and they are akin to what Dr Geraghty was mentioning. But
I'm not sure that the education is there in respect to
building up this awareness, particularly as I was
mentioning, about the sociology of trust.

I'm frightened by the fact that children think of me
as God. Little children of 2 or 3 come to mass every
weekend with their families. They see me in this exalted
position and they naturally, through their childlike sense
of wonder, equate me with God. This is an extraordinarily
frightening proposition, and it has taught me the hurt and
the extraordinary damage that is created in the experience
of abuse - it is not just an individual abusing another
individual; it is God who has abused, in the mind of the
child, and this sets up irreparable damage.

Now, the point here is, how aware are priests in their
formation of this extraordinary dynamic? How is this
dynamic introduced to trainee clergy? How are they helped
to explore this dynamic? How are they helped to unpack the
implications of this dynamic? How are they taught to take
responsibility for this dynamic? How are they taught how
to continuously reflect on this dynamic in the exercise of
their ministry?

We haven't begun in respect to those kinds of
questions. Yes, we have protocols, we have procedures. It
is no longer admissible, you know, for a priest to be alone
with a minor, for example. That's quite clear. But that's
not sufficient until the much more systemic education takes
place that takes seriously the sociology of priestly
ministry.
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AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: When I was the rector of the
seminary we did have ongoing formation with the seminarians
with regards not only to professional standards but with
regards to what was reasonable and what was not reasonable,
even with regards to catechists in a classroom - if you had
to touch a child, you know, between the wrist and the
elbow. It was as practical as that, and that wasn't
something we just dreamt up, that was something taken from
the public education system in Queensland.

For me, it has to be more than simply rules. There
needs to be a guideline - very firm guidelines and
boundaries that are established. But, ultimately, I have
to take responsibility for my actions, and that's integral
in the formative process. I have to want to make sure that
no child or vulnerable person is ever harmed. I have to be
conscious of that and I have to make my behaviour
correspond to that belief - that vulnerable children and
vulnerable people need to be respected. Their human
dignity needs to be maintained and respected and lifted up.

And I'm terribly sorry for people who have been abused
at the hands of members of the Catholic Church. It's not
just that they are victims or survivors. They are human
beings and their dignity has been stripped away from them,
and for me, this is the great crime, this is the great sin.
Yes, we acknowledge that they are victims. Yes, we
acknowledge that they have survived this abuse. But before
all of that, they are human beings and we have to return to
this every single time and ensure that they are never
harmed again, that they are able to regain, I hope, the
sense of dignity and self-worth as human beings, valued
members of the community - not just the Church, the whole
community - and that every generation that is formed for
sacred ministry needs to know and respect the fundamental
dignity of human beings, especially children and especially
vulnerable people. We have to keep coming back to the fact
that they are people. They have lives.

The vicarious damage that has been done to their
families, to their friends, to members of the broader
community is just irreparable. It is a disgrace and I'm
deeply sorry for what's happened and I've spent the last
15 years of my life trying to look at how we create and
educate and cultivate a healthy priesthood, and at the very
heart of that is the respect of the human person,
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especially the young and the vulnerable.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: So can I ask a question relating
to a question that his Honour raised in relation to
overseas candidates - not candidates but actual priests.
The Catholic Church in Australia, like many other western
Churches, is taking very large numbers of priests from many
parts of the world, and undoubtedly they are very fine
people. Nevertheless, their own formation, both in terms
of seminaries, their own cultural experiences - the
countries from which they come have a very different view
about the rights of children and so on, and yet they are
appearing in parishes everywhere.

Are you sure and confident that the systems in place
now adequately enable them to cope with their new
environments, to understand the risks that
Commissioner Murray has talked about and, in fact, for the
community to be assured that those risks are not only
understood but that effective regimes are in place to
ensure that those risks are in fact reduced? Or is that an
area of growing concern both in Australia and in the
western churches?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Commissioner, I think that in
my experience again, in Banyo, we were doing as much as we
possibly can in cultivating and developing a program that
would serve well. Could we do more? Yes. Could we put
into practice a more broad, thorough program? Yes, it's
ongoing formation.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: But can I be more specific.
Already somebody has said about 40 per cent of priests are
in that category. Now, I'm not sure whether that number is
right, but it is quite high. Should the Australian
community be satisfied that, today, that program of
bringing priests from various countries - should they be
satisfied that in fact enough is being done today to ensure
that the risk to children and vulnerable people is being
adequately dealt with by the Church? And whilst you say
more should be done, I think the Australian people and the
Catholic faithful would want to know that in fact, today,
it is in fact a safe environment, and that we're not
putting these men or, in fact, religious nuns, at risk
themselves? So is there that confidence or not?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Can I say it's a growing
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confidence.

THE CHAIR: Can I bring it down or try to distil it.
I take it that Commissioner Fitzgerald is right - his
information is that a very significant percentage of
priests currently working in Australia have been trained to
ordination overseas; is that right?

DR RANSON: I think the statistic is in fact conservative.
In my diocese, 60 per cent of the men in priestly ministry
are from overseas.

THE CHAIR: Right. In that event, what lies behind the
question, at the heart of the question, is how do we know
that the training that they have had in their different
parts of the world has developed priests who are able to
understand and also act appropriately in the contexts that
we are talking about of the sexual abuse which the Church,
the priests who were trained in Australia, inflicted on so
many members of the Australian community? How can we, the
Royal Commission, communicate to the Australian people that
what is being brought from overseas are people who we can
say one should have confidence in in this area?

DR RANSON: The question is absolutely essential. It is
the question that I am not sure that we have, as a Church,
asked or certainly addressed. This is a new phase in the
history of the Church in Australia. As you know, we might
divide the history of the Church in Australia into three
segments - or maybe four. It started as an English Church.
It transferred into an Irish Church, and so many of the
clergy in Australia, right through to the 1960s, were
Irish.

For only a very short period in the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s were the clergy of Australia what we would call
autochthonous - that is, men bred, as it were; local
products. So it has been a very short period where the
clergy of Australia have in fact been local products,
Australian men, and women for religious orders.

As we have come into these more recent decades, the
number of Australian-born clergy has receded and the number
of overseas-born clergy has increased. There would not be
a diocese in Australia that is not dependent now on men
from overseas. This is a phenomenon - it is an increasing
phenomenon and it is particularly the mark of the last
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15 years.

This has introduced into the experience of the
Australian Church an entirely new experience. Though
Australian society has been multicultural now for many
decades, we have not had as multicultural a presbytery in
the past as we have now. This represents an enormous
challenge to the Church in Australia, as to how to address
such a multicultural challenge.

This is a challenge on many different levels. It is
first of all a challenge for formation, for initial
formation, because in our seminaries - our seminaries
themselves now have a high percentage of students who have
either come from overseas, brought by bishops as candidates
for priesthood from overseas, or in fact come from migrant
communities within Australia and have grown up within those
migrant communities and have then joined the seminary.
Then there is the level of clergy who have been brought in
after ordination to minister in parishes.

This is an open question and I think it's one of the
most significant challenges for us as a Church to both
articulate and to engage. Not to articulate the challenge,
not to engage the challenge, is in fact to set ourselves up
for very significant difficulties.

Now, one of the difficulties in all of this, because
I've personally been involved with different cultures in
this respect, is that it is very clear that consciousness
differs from culture to culture. A Southeast Asian culture
and consciousness is very different from western
consciousness and culture. How you blend one consciousness
with another in cross-cultural ministry is very, very
complex and very, very difficult.

These issues with which we have been struggling in our
discussions do not assume the same significance in other
cultures and in another consciousness. So how do you
introduce and integrate people from not just a different
country or a different culture but a different
consciousness into the consciousness that permeates our
world here? It is very, very difficult.

I think that we are at a point where we cannot
progress with this experiment, which is, as I say, a mark
of the last 15 years, and without which most dioceses
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couldn't survive - we cannot progress with this until we
are prepared to first of all articulate the issue, but,
secondly, pour the resources in to addressing the issue.
The resources required are very, very significant. The
resources require cultural expertise, anthropological
expertise. They require an extraordinary amount of time
and of course time translates into personnel, and personnel
translates into finance.

There have been some attempts in some dioceses to seek
to induct and accompany clergy that have come into their
midst from overseas, but that would be very, very
inconsistently applied. And I don't know personally - even
though I know of some worthwhile and meritorious attempts,
I certainly would not have confidence that the Church
nationally has sought to address this very issue. I think
it is the issue going forward.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: I won't pursue the matter, but
it is not helpful for the Church in many countries to
deny - or to assert that the child sexual abuse issues are
that of the white western world or some European countries,
and isn't that a fundamental problem in the Church itself,
that whilst there has been an acknowledgment that in many
countries, such as America, Australia, Ireland and some of
the Europeans, the Church is largely in denial in many of
the countries from which these priests, nuns and brothers
are coming; would that be correct?

DR RANSON: I'm sure that is the case. I wouldn't deny
that. But I'm also aware that different cultural contexts
have different understandings of boundaries and what we
call professional standards. The exercise of ministry is
expressed differently in different cultures. But that's
not to cover over the fact that, yes, I'm sure that in many
of those kinds of countries, I wouldn't want to pretend
that there is not abuse.

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Your Honour, if I could just
add, in Brisbane, the experience was to bring priests
already ordained and to bring seminarians that had begun
their formation. I was largely involved with the second
one, but I would just like to say that that didn't
automatically mean that they were ordained. In fact, there
were at least six or eight out of possibly 20 who I either
sent back to Nigeria or recommended to the archbishop that
they leave the seminary, and they did. So the formation
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program actually helped to discern with them that
culturally this was not the place for them to live or to
minister as priests or that they didn't have a priestly
vocation discernible. So it wasn't automatic.

THE CHAIR: That sounds healthy, but the problem that
Dr Ranson, of course, speaks of is the problem that comes
from the first group that you --

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: And I've had very little
experience with that first group.

THE CHAIR: Mr Free, we have left you almost no time,
because we have to close this session very soon.

MR FREE: Your Honour, I have just a couple of short
questions, if I might. Bishop, you have spoken of the need
to educate and cultivate a healthy priesthood, and I think
you indicated that clericalism is inimical to that. The
Commission heard evidence last week - you may have heard
it - from Father Moloney suggesting a resurgence of
clericalism. He said, "The seminaries are closing their
doors. They're putting garments on their boys. They're
having long Latin liturgies. They like to walk around the
streets with their soutanes. A lot of people believe this
is the solution to the problem - make them more clerical
than ever." Are you familiar with that?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I read the statement, yes.

MR FREE: What's your reaction to that notion that some
within the Church see clericalism not as a problem but as
a solution?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I disagree that clericalism is
a solution. I don't doubt that there may be some people
who think it might be a way to order everything back into
place. Could I just say that from my experience as
a rector, we didn't wear soutanes in the seminary in
Brisbane. The only time a seminarian wore a soutane was if
he was the master of ceremonies of a very large liturgy.
That was the only time. It was a time-appropriate occasion
and that was all. We didn't have very long Latin
liturgies, and the doors, as I have already said, were not
closed. The buildings were facing out onto the street.
Father Moloney obviously never visited Banyo in my time,
and so his comment makes no sense to any of my experience
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there.

In my short time that I've been here as auxiliary
bishop in Sydney, as I mentioned earlier, I visited both
Good Shepherd Seminary and Redemptoris Mater. The time
that I went for a liturgy at Good Shepherd Seminary, it was
a solemn liturgy. The servers were in soutanes. Everybody
else - and I might just also take umbrage with his terming
them as "boys". That's very unhelpful. I always talked
about the seminarians as "men". If you treat them as men,
they will mature as human beings, not stay as some
small-minded boy. In the seminary itself and during the
liturgy, the men in the seminary, the seminarians, were
dressed in suit and tie because that was a formal occasion.

I've had the opportunity to visit Good Shepherd more
than I have Redemptoris Mater, but at Good Shepherd I've
had meals with the seminarians there. They seem like
fairly well-adjusted, normal people, who talk about
football, tennis and other sporting activities. They are
people who go out into pastoral experiences, into parishes,
into prisons, into hospitals under pastoral care and
guidance. It struck me as being very similar to what I had
seen through the seminary where I was in Brisbane. There
were very many similarities.

I haven't been to Good Shepherd and heard long,
drawn-out Latin liturgies. I haven't seen them all dressed
up in soutanes with lace albs or lace surplices. So I'm
not sure what Father Moloney's experience is, but that has
not been my experience.

MR FREE: Do you have a view on that, Dr Ranson?

DR RANSON: Yes. I don't think that the system itself
necessarily develops that, but clearly there are
individuals for whom that becomes a primary expression of
their priestly life, and the difficulty lies in that they
are not necessarily challenged sufficiently in respect to
that expression, so they take up those particular clerical
practices and are left to do so without being held
accountable or challenged in any reasonable kind of way.

MR FREE: Just on a related point, and it bears on the
question of priests who have come from overseas,
particularly as ordained priests, can I ask you and the
bishop if you have any views on whether the attitude to



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) RANSON/RANDAZZO/GERAGHTY

Transcript produced by DTI

25262

clericalism overseas, and particularly those countries from
which Australia is drawing its priests, has evolved in the
same way as it has in Australia or whether it reflects
a different approach? In other words, does clericalism
still have a stronger hold overseas than it does here?

DR RANSON: It's very difficult to answer, in fact,
because we're dealing with such diverse cultural contexts.
Yes, certainly in some countries, clericalism as an
attitude of mind and heart would be very strong. It may
not express itself in terms of particular garb or practice,
but the mentality is of privilege and of separation, of
separateness, and of entitlement.

It varies from culture to culture. It's very
difficult to answer in a generalised kind of way.
Certainly the men that I work with in my own diocese - I am
impressed by their lack of clericalism. But that's not to
say that men in other dioceses, and so forth, are not
affected by that attitude.

MR FREE: Bishop, is there anything you would like to say
on that topic?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: I would agree with Dr Ranson.
I would say that in some cultures, there is very much
a tribal aspect and there are certain positions within the
tribal structure that are more important leadership within
those structures. I have seen where priesthood can
parallel that "chief" kind of mentality, and I think in
those circumstances, at times it is quite open to being
negatively used in clericalism, positively used in a sense
of good leadership in the community.

DR RANSON: I would be more concerned, with men who join
us from overseas, around their consciousness in respect to
professional boundaries because this is, in many respects,
a western consideration. It doesn't necessarily present
itself in every culture. So the question of how formed men
are to be able to enter into a context where professional
boundaries are critical - that would be more of a concern
for me personally than their mentality of clericalism.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Your basic proposition is that
professional boundaries address the risks that arise from
great trust?



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) RANSON/RANDAZZO/GERAGHTY

Transcript produced by DTI

25263

DR RANSON: In part, but not entirely, of course. They
are absolutely essential to protect trust, but they are not
sufficient of themselves. There is a lot more, and we've
discussed some of those things this morning.

MR FREE: I notice the time, your Honour.

THE CHAIR: Ms Needham, do you have any questions?

MS NEEDHAM: No, your Honour, I don't.

THE CHAIR: Do any of you three wish to just add a final
word?

DR GERAGHTY: I would like to say something about the
formation documents. I volunteered this earlier --

MR FREE: Yes, I'm sorry.

DR GERAGHTY: -- and I really expected to have quite a bit
of time to do it. I advise you to read them very
carefully. They are Vatican documents. They are full of
footnotes, and there is not one quote from any secular
expert and there is not one woman mentioned in any of them.
Have a look at them. They are all canon law references.
They are all encyclicals. They are all papal documents.
It's all continuation, just business as usual, kind of.

Vatican documents come in a certain style, and it
relates very much to what I wanted to say about a pervasive
mentality which asserted that the world outside the
institution had nothing to contribute to the wellbeing and
growth of the institution and that the world outside,
secular or any denomination, was hostile to it. They are
perfect Vatican documents, and they are the ones that are
guiding the formation of the students now.

Now, I would like to have gone on at some length about
all of that, to take you through some of the documents, but
that's sufficient --

THE CHAIR: I think you will have to leave us to do that.
We understand what you are saying. Do either of you want
to very, very briefly respond to that? Do you accept that
the documents themselves are of a confined nature?

AUXILIARY BISHOP RANDAZZO: Your Honour, I think the
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purpose of the document is to give a skeleton, and each of
the Vatican documents that come out give and provide
a skeleton. They are then to be enfleshed in the local
situation.

So, for example, if you look at them as
a chronological continuum, in a sense, with regard
specifically to the formative documents for priesthood, you
start with two very formative ones from the Vatican
Council, some of the post-conciliar documents that lead
through the 1970s, leading us to Pastores dabo vobis in
1992, the Ratio Fundamentalis that has just followed out,
and we are now up to our third revision in Australia, and
then it is up to each episcopal conference and then each
seminary to make it something local.

Nobody in this day and age in the Church, I would
believe, who thinks it through properly would expect
a document to come out from the Holy See and we implement
it word for word, letter for letter, all the way through.
There is always a request in the document for the local
conferences of bishops to make this work in the local
scene.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. That's all we do have time for
this morning. Do we see any of these three gentlemen
again?

MR FREE: No, your Honour. They can all be excused, as
can Father Chalmers, if that has not already been done.

THE CHAIR: I do need to formally excuse you, but in so
doing can I thank each of you for the contribution you've
made. It has been a very interesting discussion, one of
many interesting discussions that we are having, but we do
very much thank you for your contributions. We will
adjourn for lunch.

LUNCHEON ADJOURNMENT
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UPON RESUMPTION:

MR FREE: Your Honour, the next witness is Dr Gerardine
Robinson.

<GERARDINE ANN ROBINSON, sworn: [2.02pm]

<EXAMINATION BY MR FREE:

MR FREE: Can you state your full name, please?

DR ROBINSON: Gerardine Ann Robinson.

MR FREE: Thank you. Dr Robinson, I just want to begin by
understanding a little of your training and professional
background. You were initially trained as a teacher; is
that right?

DR ROBINSON: That's correct.

MR FREE: Then in the late 1980s you undertook a Bachelor
of Theology at a Theological College in Melbourne?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: You then undertook some postgraduate study in
America. Can you tell us what that involved?

DR ROBINSON: Before I went to America, I completed
a Bachelor of Special Education and a Graduate Diploma in
Special Education. Then I went to America and completed
a Masters in Counselling and a PhD.

THE CHAIR: Doctor, can you pause for a moment. I'm not
sure everyone is going to be able to hear you at that
level.

DR ROBINSON: Sorry. Is that better?

THE CHAIR: Yes.

MR FREE: Your Masters and PhD were at Loyola College in
Baltimore; is that right?

DR ROBINSON: That's correct.

MR FREE: You also did some work, when you were there,



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) G A ROBINSON

Transcript produced by DTI

25266

with an institute called the Saint Luke Institute; is that
right?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: What work did that involve?

DR ROBINSON: The Saint Luke Institute was initially
a hospital for treating impaired clergy, mainly alcohol and
substance abuse, but in the late 1980s, early 1990s, there
was an emergence of psychosexual disorders, and no
treatment centres, so it became a dual treatment centre for
impaired clergy with both psychosexual disorders and other
addictions as well. My role there was as a senior
clinician with individual clients and group work and
psychoeducational work.

MR FREE: Did you work directly with accused or
established child sex offenders?

DR ROBINSON: I did, both as an individual therapist of
clients and also as a group therapist.

MR FREE: What was your PhD in?

DR ROBINSON: My PhD was entitled An Empirical Comparison
of Intermittent and Compulsive Sexually Exploitative
Clergy, and if I may say how I got to choose that topic -
in probably around 1993 or 1994 I was invited, with
Dr Canice Connors, to come to Australia for a lecture tour
and to be part of that. At that time, I hadn't chosen my
PhD topic and I intended to do it on child abuse, which was
really in the headlines in America. But when we were doing
the lecture tour, we were frequently asked to consult with
senior church personnel, clergy of different groups, and
what I noticed was that the majority of cases that we were
asked to consult on were about the abuse of vulnerable men
and women by clergy, not children.

So I went back to the States and realised that that
issue had not been investigated and empirically validated,
so that's what I did my dissertation on.

MR FREE: You qualified, through these processes, also as
a clinical psychologist; is that right?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.
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MR FREE: You also undertook the Sex Offender Treatment
Specialist Certification Program in Ohio; is that right?

DR ROBINSON: That's correct.

MR FREE: What is the nature of that course?

DR ROBINSON: It was a brief course for advanced skills in
assessing and treating people with psychosexual disorders,
mostly child offenders, and that was just something I did,
because at Saint Luke Institute, the predominance of
clients there were child offenders, so it was just another
qualification or another experience that I undertook to
enhance my own professional development.

MR FREE: Thank you. Back in Australia, from 1997, you
had a role as the clinical director of Encompass Australia?

DR ROBINSON: I did.

MR FREE: I appreciate the Commissioners have some
familiarity with Encompass, but can you remind us of what
Encompass involved?

DR ROBINSON: Encompass was part of the Church's
nine-point plan and it was established for three reasons:
firstly, to assess and treat clergy with psychosexual and
other comorbid conditions, and when a person has
a psychosexual disorder typically there are other
psychological conditions which are comorbid.

The second function of Encompass was an educative one,
to try to educate clergy and the general public in terms of
preventing child sexual abuse.

The third task was to gather data that we could use
for research to try to ascertain what could be some of the
clinical causes that contribute to child sexual abuse and
abuse of vulnerable adults.

MR FREE: Just on that third task, can you tell us what
conclusions you were able to gather from the data?

DR ROBINSON: Look, Encompass closed while the research
project was in motion. Anecdotally we could make some
hypotheses, but when Encompass closed, the data and all of
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the files became the property of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference. We had no access to that data after
that.

MR FREE: Encompass had been funded by the Bishops
Conference?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, the bishops and the major superiors,
and it was a user-pays model.

MR FREE: Can you explain how referrals would come about
to Encompass?

DR ROBINSON: Mostly via a third person, perhaps a clergy
person - priest, nun, religious, if you don't mind if I use
that term interchangeably.

MR FREE: Yes.

DR ROBINSON: There would be allegations against them or
suspicions against them, or even sometimes just anecdotal
information that would cause the leader of the religious
congregation or the diocese to have concerns. So they
would often be sent to us, then, for assessment.

The assessment was multidisciplinary and gave us some
good indication of the patterns that we were seeing and
whether they were dysfunctional patterns that would benefit
from treatment.

There were also some people who self-referred, for
various reasons.

MR FREE: Thank you. You have referred to the Encompass
program coming to an end. When was that?

DR ROBINSON: 30 June 2008.

MR FREE: Do you understand why it was closed?

DR ROBINSON: I think the reason given was that it was
a very expensive model to fund, but it was state of the
art. I'm extremely proud of the work that we did there and
the staff that did it. It was an expensive model because
it was state of the art, and six weeks, I think it was,
before Encompass closed, the whole program was evaluated
independently by a professor from Queensland University,
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and it exceeded every criteria for excellence.

I also think that, at the time, the bishops and major
superiors thought the problem was over. Add to that the
fact that I think there were some who thought why would one
put money into treating offending clergy if they were no
more useful in ministry, which I have an issue with,
because I think if the Church has selected and produced men
who offend, then they should have some responsibility for
treatment, because research will indicate that treatment
reduces recidivism exponentially.

MR FREE: I'll come back, if that's all right, to that
topic a little later, Dr Robinson.

DR ROBINSON: Sure.

MR FREE: After the closure of Encompass, you went into
private practice as a clinical psychologist?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I did.

MR FREE: And for most of the time since then, you've been
with an organisation called Vitality; is that right?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, all of the time.

MR FREE: In that capacity, with Vitality, have you
continued to see clergy offenders?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, again mostly adult boundary violators.

MR FREE: And also child sex offenders?

DR ROBINSON: I think in the first two years there was
a couple, who were in complete denial, but the data would
suggest that the allegations made against them could be
justified - maybe not in a court of law but certainly
psychologically because the patterns were there.

MR FREE: Dealing with both of those categories - that is,
adult boundary violations and child sex offenders - how do
referrals come about involving clergy coming to see you?

DR ROBINSON: Again, by bishops and leaders of
congregations and some self-referrals.
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MR FREE: Do you have standing arrangements with
particular Church authorities?

DR ROBINSON: Excuse me?

MR FREE: Do you have standing arrangements with
particular Church authorities that you will be the body to
which they refer cases?

DR ROBINSON: They're free to refer to whoever they like,
but there are some dioceses and many congregations who
typically refer to us because of our multidisciplinary
assessment process. I think, to my knowledge, it's the
only one of its kind.

MR FREE: Are you able to estimate, Dr Robinson, combining
your experience in America and in Australia, how many
clergy child sex offenders you will have worked with?

DR ROBINSON: At Encompass, we worked with over 1,100
clients, not all religious and not all sex offenders, by
any manner of means, but of that 1,100 I would suspect
somewhere between maybe 60 and 70 - talking 15 years ago
now - were child sex offenders. Again, the bulk of the
clergy we saw with problematic sexual behaviours were adult
boundary violators, and I think one of the Commissioners
mentioned the other day the work of Richard Sipe, and my
research in the United States, which I have replicated here
in Australia, clearly indicates that four times as many
adult women and twice as many adult men are sexually abused
by clergy than children. Children are not the primary
target; vulnerable adult men and women are.

Having said that, the sequelae, the documented
sequelae of the abuse of vulnerable men and women by
clergy, is almost identical to the sequelae experienced by
victims - horrendous.

MR FREE: Thank you. You gave an estimate, I think, of
the child sex offenders that you dealt with through
Encompass. Are you able to estimate how many you saw in
your time at Saint Luke?

DR ROBINSON: Oh, I was at Saint Luke's for nearly six or
seven years, and they had at any one time a population of
30 clients. The majority would have been child sex
offenders, because that was at the time when they were all
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coming in to treatment. It was one of only two treatment
centres. The other one was in Aurora, Canada called
Southdown.

MR FREE: Do you have a sense, over the six years, how
many in total you might have seen, as an estimate?

DR ROBINSON: 200 or 300.

MR FREE: Thank you. Dr Robinson, you might be familiar
with the research work of Dr Marie Keenan, which has
received some reference at the Royal Commission already.

DR ROBINSON: I am.

MR FREE: One of the matters that Dr Keenan touches on is
that she had a study group of some nine child sex
offenders, and one of the things she indicates is that of
those nine, eight of them had confessed their behaviour in
the context of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and she
expresses the view that based on her study of those
perpetrators, the act of confessing was an important aspect
of them continuing to offend because they felt a degree of
absolution. Is that something that you have encountered in
your own clinical experience?

DR ROBINSON: Most definitely, particularly in older
clergy, not so much now, in younger clergy. But not only
have I seen that pattern, that an offender would offend
against a child victim, go to confession and feel absolved,
and do exactly the same thing again - I've seen that; and
I've also heard some of the older clergy say things like,
"Well, when I violated a child, I didn't break my vow of
celibacy." You don't hear it as much now as I did with
older clergy, whose thinking around celibacy is skewed.

MR FREE: Just coming back to the question of the
confessional, do you have a sense of what proportion of the
people you have seen might have confessed what they were
doing?

DR ROBINSON: Here in Australia?

MR FREE: Yes.

DR ROBINSON: Look, I think it probably would be
substantial, because most Catholics are trained that, you
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know, when you go to confession you're absolved of your
sins, and even more so clergy, so there would be
a significant number who would tell me, and perhaps others
who didn't. But it's also always something that we asked
in the assessment, "Did you tell anybody? Did you admit
this in confession?" And some of them would quite blithely
say, "Yes, every time I offended, I went to confession."

MR FREE: Dr Robinson, could I turn to the topic of the
selection of candidates for seminary life or religious
life. You have indicated in your precis some views about
what you think are the best practice principles that should
govern the screening of candidates. Can you, firstly at
the general level, explain whether it is useful and what
function it should serve?

DR ROBINSON: Before I do that, could I just create
a context for why I think that selection of candidates and
screening of candidates is critical.

Towards the end of 1988/1989, the National Institute
of Mental Health in the United States conducted a survey -
I think it was by Larson et al - where they investigated
Americans who sought help for mental health problems.
They found that 40 per cent of people seeking help first
went to a clergy person; 29 per cent went to
a psychiatrist; and I think 21 per cent went to a GP. So
that actually shows that clergy are at the cutting edge of
mental health, whether they see themselves as mental health
professionals or not. By virtue of the fact that nearly
50 per cent of people, 40 per cent, go to them for help
first, it is very instructive.

The study also found that at any one time, clergy
spend somewhere between 20 per cent and 56 per cent of
their time counselling, whether formally or informally, and
something like 46 per cent of clergy said they had no
training or minimal training; 10 per cent didn't know how
to refer to a mental health professional.

So what that, I think, demonstrates is that the
system, the Church system, greatly under-prepares men,
clergy, to work at the cutting edge of mental health.
A psychiatrist has years of training. Myself as
a psychologist, six years of training and ongoing
supervision. Clergy have none of that. And it's not as if
the sickest people go to the psychiatrist. Clergy people
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on the ground see exactly the same clients that I see in my
practice, but with no training.

The other thing I would say about clergy is that they
are the only group of mental health professionals who can
go into a home uninvited. I can't. A GP can't. Nobody
else can. But when somebody dies or somebody divorces or
there's a tragedy in the family, priests can be in there
within minutes, or clergy people can. I usually see those
people six weeks later or eight weeks later, when their
grief is such that they need help.

So that also explains how clergy have access to
vulnerable children and adults much earlier than anyone
else.

So in coming back to your question about selection and
screening, research indicates that historically the
Catholic Church attracts and rewards priests who have three
strong flavours in their personality - dependent,
compulsive and schizoid.

Now, the dependent person, healthy dependency, is
somebody who likes people and wants to make the world
a better place for other people. You'd hope your doctors,
lawyers, psychiatrists have lots of dependency. When
there's an overrepresentation of dependency in a person's
personality style, what it can lead to is the locus of
control being external to the person, so that they look to
authority figures in terms of decision making, in terms of
identity; they appear very deferential. In the past, the
Catholic Church's hierarchical system has chosen and
rewarded that type of a personality style.

The second flavour is compulsive, and one thing we
know about a compulsive person is they'll see a job through
to the end. So, in the past, you had older clergy whose
identity revolved around how many churches they'd built,
how many schools they'd built, how many parishes they'd
been in, and then you'd find them burnt out - there's no
such thing; depressed and anxious because of their overwork
and inability to self-soothe and self-care.

The third common flavour is schizoid, where there's
a push and pull, a desire to be connected to people but
also a fear of intimacy. So, typically, clergy had lots of
acquaintances but very few real friends.
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So when I replicated that study in Australia, I found
exactly the same pattern, with one difference - Catholic
clergy have a higher level of narcissism. So I wondered
about that.

Narcissism in healthy doses means that you're
a self-starter, you believe in yourself, you can get a job
done and keep a balance.

I think a lot of our diocesan clergy particularly work
in rural areas and would have had to have had strong
resilience in their character, so narcissism in that sense
is good. But when it comes with a sense of entitlement -
and we've heard in the last couple of weeks people talking
about clericalism, entitlement, a sense of superiority and
exclusion - that's a very dangerous combination.

So these are some of the things that we need to be
aware of historically that the Church selects and rewards.

In terms of assessment, human sexuality is made up of
an amalgam of biopsychosocial factors, and so if we want to
understand the level of integration that a person has
sexually, then a multidisciplinary assessment is critical.

In terms of a multidisciplinary assessment, my belief
is best practice involves a complete medical assessment,
because there are some medical conditions that can make
a person look psychologically ill. So, for example,
somebody may have a clear history but then start sexually
offending when there's been no history of it. You
immediately look for a neurological condition or
Alzheimer's or dementia; or you look for a closed-head
injury, where there has been an injury to the frontal lobe,
which affects personality structure and impulse control.
These are some examples of medical issues.

It's very important that the psychologist who does the
psychosocial and in particular the psychosexual assessment
is trained in that area and experienced in it, because just
like there are specialties in psychiatry, medicine - you
have paediatricians, orthopaedic surgeons - so too are
there specialties in psychology. For example, I'm not
a neuropsychologist, I'm not a child and adolescent
psychologist, a very specialised area. But my specialty is
psychosexual assessment and diagnosis.
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I don't know who does assessments in seminary, but
I think it's very important that the assessment not be
in-house and that it's done by a team of people, not just
one person.

My hunch is that some people who are assessing clergy
are in fact themselves religious. They may be very
qualified - I'm sure they are - but surely at some level
there could also be an unconscious desire to have more
people in the seminary or not to exclude people, because
the Church is diminishing; their very numbers are
diminishing. So I think that's something that needs to be
looked at.

We have a very competent psychiatrist who sees our
clients for assessment and a trained spiritual director,
who does a spiritual assessment, which also is very
important, because in order to offend against children, one
has to overcome lots of barriers - my own internal
barriers, the barriers of the child, the barriers of the
family, societal barriers. In order to do that, we have to
develop cognitive distortions that support that antisocial
behaviour.

Spiritual distortions can be equally destructive and
maladaptive in offending clergy and must be addressed in
treatment. Otherwise, we're not getting the whole picture.

So when all that assessment is done by all the
different disciplines, we sit down with a client and
usually the referring agent and explain to them in
psychological language what we've found. We also do
psychological testing, by the way, and in terms of
psychological testing, I think there are nuances in
assessing or looking at, interpreting, psychological
testing of clergy that are similar to, perhaps, the nuances
in the psychological testing of adults with Asperger's.

When you typically test Asperger's on, say, the
MCMI-III or the MMPI-RF, they come out looking narcissistic
and depressed. In fact, they're not narcissistic; that's
an artefact of their inability to read non-verbal social
cues that makes them look self-centred and focussed. So if
you weren't familiar with those nuances, you would
misdiagnose.
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When clergy, what I have found over 27 years now is
that typically, often, clergy's testing will be "fake
good". So they will present themselves as unrealistically
virtuous and, in doing so, they deny aggressive impulses,
sexual impulses, in order to look perfect. So one must
look for that, because if that's the case, then they're
over-idealising many things and they're out of touch with
their own basic aggressive and libidinal impulses.

Usually if clergy persons score high on overcontrolled
hostility, that can also be linked with sexuality. And my
experience, particularly in the United States where I was
the only woman in the group - in the States, we did group
with a male and a female therapist, and all of the clients
in the group were male. What was very typical, and needed
to be looked out for, was the eroticised aggression of the
clergy.

In seminaries - and I'll come to the environment in
seminaries in a moment - typically, the major defence
mechanisms that clergy used were repression, and in order
to repress something, you have to obsess about it.

So, for example, if I say to you, "For the next five
seconds, don't think about a white bear." Now, in order to
not think about a white bear, you have to obsess about not
thinking about a white bear. So repression leads to
obsession, which eventually will lead to acting out. It's
like putting a flame under a kettle and jamming a lid on.
The steam's still going to come out the spout and you have
no control over it. That is one of the things that needs
to be noticed.

I would like to comment on that later when we talk
about the environments that I believe exist in seminaries.

MR FREE: Thank you.

DR ROBINSON: Now, if I could just add - any psychologist
will tell you that no amount of experience or screening or
psychological testing is going to pick up every offender,
but a multidisciplinary one has a much better chance of
picking up patterns. Clearly it can pick up pathology if
it already exists, but it can also pick up patterns that
are likely to occur if a client is placed in a particular
environment that will exacerbate those patterns.
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MR FREE: Can I just draw out a couple of elements of what
you have talked about there. One is that you have said the
assessment of a candidate should be external, not in-house.
I think you've indicated one reason, at least, is that if
you're doing it in-house, there might be a sense of
pressure to accept a candidate because of numbers.

DR ROBINSON: I'm not saying there is, but there could be.

MR FREE: Are there any other reasons why you would
recommend external assessment rather than in-house?

DR ROBINSON: Can I say that - well, I guess one comment
would be the competence of people in-house. My clinical
opinion is that it needs to be done by a team, the
multidisciplinary team that I mentioned, and I don't think
those people are available in-house in seminaries, for
a start.

One of the problems - I think one of the men referred
to the documents that were submitted around formation. To
be quite honest, at best I found them inadequate and at
worst I found them alarming. The reason I would say
that is - and this goes to, I suppose, the environment in
the seminary: you can have the best protocols, policies
and procedures in seminary for formation, but unless the
environment is safe and contained and conducive and open to
people talking openly, then formation can't happen
accurately.

What I was most alarmed about in this document was the
document that was cited as being important - and it was
something like Concerning the Criteria for the Discernment
of Vocations in regard to Persons with Homosexual
Tendencies - some of the Church's teaching on sexuality,
and that document in particular, I think, contributes to
feelings of shame and a need for secrecy around sexual
orientation, around sexual struggles.

My research shows that if young men in the seminary
have an unintegrated sexuality - and that's not to say they
have yet a sexual disorder, but perhaps they're not
comfortable with their orientation or they have some sexual
struggles, or if they have a sexual behaviour - typically
they will act out just before diaconate ordination and
within two years of ordination, and that also applies to
religious clergy who typically act out just before first
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vows and within two years of final vows and ordination.

So when I try to understand that, I think that
seminaries - all seminaries are different, and we can't
generalise. Some of our major seminaries I've noticed are
reverting back to a model of seminary over the last
15 years that would have been appropriate in 1960s, 1970s
and 1980s, and somebody made the comment this morning that
perhaps they see clericalism and more strict boundaries and
a reversion to practices of the past as a solution.

I can promise you, we'll need 10 more Encompasses
within the next 10 years if this continues, because some
seminaries have very tight boundaries. The hierarchical
structure in the seminary, the atmosphere, can be very
homophobic, and Marie Keenan made the comment - and
I completely concur with her - that the abuse that
homosexual men have suffered spiritually, emotionally,
psychologically, because of the homophobic atmospheres in
the Church, in Church teachings, in the seminary, is
horrendous. I have been witness to it in people that we've
treated.

Now, in such a system, it's often common that
libidinal and aggressive impulses are repressed. What
I noticed in the document that was submitted is that some
candidates are interviewed by the vocational director.
Then they can be interviewed by the vice rector; they can
be interviewed by the rector. There's periodic evaluation
once a year, self-evaluation, evaluation by usually the
clerical staff at the seminary.

Then, against that, when you have a document like this
and other documents on Church teaching around sexuality
that induce shame, the document goes on to say the men are
encouraged to talk about their sexual orientation and
sexuality. I put to you that is an impossibility.

Why would a young man who is struggling sexually with
sexual challenges or even with a sexual disorder volunteer
that information to people who have the right to say, "Yes,
you can be ordained" or, "No, you can't"? So, in fact, the
environment itself is duplicitous. I think this is very
sophisticated rhetoric, but I don't think it's the reality.
And I don't think it's the reality because we are still
seeing young men, less than five years ordained, who have
serious personality pathology and serious sexual pathology,
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and not just homosexual. A recent study by New South Wales
has clearly said that sexual orientation in and of itself
does not lead to emotional problems, but it's societal
attitudes, homophobic attitudes, the exclusion, the fear of
rejection from family, friends and society that leads to
higher incidences of mental illness.

MR FREE: I might explore some of those issues with you in
a few minutes, Dr Robinson. Could I just bring you back to
the question of who conducts clinical assessments of
suitability. Are the matters you've just been describing
relevant to what you've said about it being more
appropriate for those assessments to be external rather
than in-house?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: And do I take it from the way you're describing
the practice that this is something your organisation,
Vitality, does for Church authorities - that is, it
conducts assessment of potential candidates?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: What is the outcome of that process when you do
it? Do you provide a report of some kind?

DR ROBINSON: We provide a very comprehensive report,
usually about anywhere between 12 and 14 pages, 15 pages,
long and it covers every aspect of the interviews - the
psych testing, psychiatric, medical, everything. Not only
that, we sit down with the client, but the data belongs to
the client and should be used as part of their ongoing
formation process. If we can identify their strengths and
their growing edges, then that is a working document for
formation.

MR FREE: Do you make recommendations in those reports as
to whether or not a person is suitable?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: In your experience, are those recommendations
usually followed?

DR ROBINSON: Mostly. It depends, again. We can only
make the recommendation. Our recommendations can be
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accepted or not.

MR FREE: So are there instances where you have
recommended that a person is not suitable to be a candidate
but they've nevertheless been accepted?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

MR FREE: How often have you encountered that?

DR ROBINSON: Not often now, but occasionally.

MR FREE: What have been the reasons why, effectively,
your recommendation hasn't been followed in those
instances?

DR ROBINSON: Overruled by the bishop or the major
superior, for whatever reason. Look, I can give you an
example, and here's a prime example - a young man, a very
fine young man, who grew up in a particular ethnic family
who had very strict, rigid views about their faith and
sexuality. This man had never worked - he was only 18 -
and intended to go to a very strict seminary to study
theology, but instead went to a seminary [sic]. Now,
I think that's a recipe for disaster.

One of the most telling indications of unsuitability
is a rigid cognitive style, and when you see young men who
insist on wearing their soutane, who are very traditional -
I mean, there has been plenty of talk around people wanting
Tridentine mass and to wear the clerical collar and the
clerical garb - I get very curious about that, because what
is the purpose and meaning of that?

Just recently, as an example, I had occasion to visit
one of our major seminaries, not in an official capacity
but as a visitor. As I was just about to go in, two young
men came out, and one stayed inside and didn't actually
come out, but I overheard them talking about going
shopping. The man who came out was less than 2 metres from
me and I greeted him and said, "Good morning". He turned
and looked at me and neither acknowledged me nor returned
my greeting. So I thought, well, that's just lacking in
common courtesy, for a start, but I also wondered about
misogynism. But the thing that worried me most was, why
was this man going into the CBD to buy his CD or fix his
computer or buy his toothpaste dressed in a soutane? What
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was the meaning of that for him? I certainly question
that.

MR FREE: Is that because it's linked to the same things
which have been grouped under the heading of clericalism?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I think so. And, look, there are some
very healthy people who go into seminaries and come out
fairly healthy, but if one is cognitively rigid, sexually
unintegrated and that person needs the external structure,
whether it be - not just the structure but the role. Some
people want priesthood too much, and I'm curious about
that. Why?

Often they want the power, they want the status that
is given to them by laypeople, and often which they insist
on. That's a very dangerous sign, I think.

MR FREE: Have you also done work screening candidates at
the end of their training and it's a question of whether or
not they should be accepted for ordination?

DR ROBINSON: Only when there has been a problem. It's
not done, to my knowledge, routinely just before
ordination.

MR FREE: If there has been a problem, it's a referral
from, what, the rector?

DR ROBINSON: We've had very little. It's usually from
the rector or often from the bishop. Sometimes a rector or
seminary staff will have reservations about a candidate and
ask that they be assessed. But, even so, the head of the
order or the bishop can still ordain them.

MR FREE: Just in the context of assessment, there has
been reference in various of the materials to the problem
of recycling seminarians, the notion that people might
present to one seminary and, for one reason or another,
drop out or be asked to leave and then turn up at
a different seminary. Is that something that you would see
as clinically significant?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I do. I'm always interested and
curious about why a person has been in more than one
seminary: why did they leave? Under what circumstances?
Why are they re-applying? The same goes for religious
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life. You often have people who have been in multiple
religious orders applying again to another religious order.

MR FREE: So if that had been detected, that's something
you would investigate further?

DR ROBINSON: I would, and it doesn't necessarily mean
that there's a pathological reason. It might be that
someone goes into a seminary, realises that they're not
a good fit there, leaves, gets a degree, gets a job, and
still then feels a genuine call to vocation and comes back.
Well, I see that as a healthy sign. But if someone was
asked to leave the seminary for whatever reason or caused
a scandal in the seminary for whatever reason and then
tries to join another one, past behaviour is a very good
predictor of future behaviour in some instances.

MR FREE: In your work for different Church authorities in
relation to screening, have you observed any particularly
good practices around the country that you would commend?
That is, are there any particular dioceses or religious
institutes that you think are applying best practice?

DR ROBINSON: I'd have to say I am not aware of other
agencies who do multidisciplinary assessments. I suspect
that most candidates are assessed by one person, and that's
where things can get missed.

In the last 18 months we did assess an ordained
priest, who had only been ordained for less than two years,
who had been in a couple of seminaries in Europe, who at
the time of his assessment and admittance to a seminary in
Australia had a sexually transmitted disease that wasn't
picked up; he had also been the victim of sexual abuse by
a diplomat from the Vatican. None of that was picked up in
the initial assessment. But within the first 12 months
after being ordained, he came to us because of sexually
acting out behaviour. In fact, he was very treatable. But
that's an example of where you miss things.

Even after 27 years of assessing, I'm still open to
missing things. Only very recently we assessed a man who -
I couldn't make sense of his psychosexual data and it was
only when our neuropsychologist rang and said, "This man's
neuropsych doesn't make sense. I think he's got
a metabolic disorder", so I then checked with the GP we
use, and, sure enough, his metabolic disorder was leading
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to a whole lot of dysfunctional behaviours, including
a sexual dysfunction.

So there's a very clear example of where, as an
experienced clinician, I would have missed that because I'm
not a neuropsych and I'm not a GP. I would have missed it.
So I can perfectly understand how, when one person assesses
somebody, the only source of information they typically
have is the person sitting in front of them.

MR FREE: If I could turn to the question of the training
and formation that occurs within the seminary, what is your
view about the significance of formation and training in
either creating or exacerbating problems?

DR ROBINSON: Can I say this: I have not been into
a seminary in Australia in any official capacity. The
evidence that I give today comes from my experience of
having lived in religious life. I understand the culture,
not just of the Church, but I have an intimate
understanding of the culture of religious life as well.
But I'm not speaking here as an ex-religious. I'm speaking
here as a clinician who has had the opportunity to work
with clergy and impaired clergy for 27 years, both here in
Australia and in America, with the knowledge, lived
knowledge, of the culture.

I believe that the culture - and again all seminaries
are different, but I am aware that the culture of
clericalism, entitlement, can be exacerbated in the
homosocial environment of the seminary and in some
seminaries that have very strict boundaries. So I think
the environment in the seminary is crucial. And as I think
Dr Ranson said this morning of the Tridentine model, the
paradigm doesn't work. There needs to be an unbridled,
imaginative reforming or thinking about how we form young
men.

MR FREE: You may have heard evidence this morning about
changes in the nature of formation over recent decades.
Have you formed any views based on what you're seeing in
people who present to you about whether that is leading to
an improvement in the psychological wellbeing in people
coming out of seminaries?

DR ROBINSON: I certainly think that some important
progress, positive progress, has been made, and again
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different seminaries have different models. We're still
seeing the pathology in young priests. You know, within
the last 12 months, a young priest who abused vulnerable
women all through seminary and in every parish he had been
in - heterosexual, but abused adult women in every parish
he had been in. That says something about selection,
screening and formation in seminaries. Why wasn't it
picked up?

I suspect in seminaries you have very fine men, and,
remember, we're talking about 7 per cent of the population
abuse children - I'm also including adult boundary
violations. Often in seminaries, very fine men,
experienced priests, who have been very good in parishes,
very good pastorally, have been selected to run seminaries,
but they're being asked to do a task that may be beyond
their competence.

So I think selection and training of personnel for
seminaries is very important and needs to be looked at, as
does the model.

MR FREE: By "the model", are you referring there to
institution-based seminary education?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I am. Over the last six, seven weeks,
we've had the opportunity to assess seven candidates for
the Maronite rite. They're doing something very right.
They're young men - some are married and some are not,
they're young men who live in families, live in the
community, they have full-time jobs, they study theology in
their spare time at the Catholic Institute of Sydney. Very
fine young men. Not one of them had a detectable
psychosexual disorder or any pattern, sexual pattern, that
would suggest that they are going to develop a sexual,
psychosexual, problem.

They had other challenges, because they are trained in
the Maronite rite, which is both Lebanese training and
Australian training, and there can be some conflict there,
and by virtue of their culture they're very deferential
towards authority. And there is some risk that they will
be non-assertive. But that's a very different problem.
But again it shows the nuances around selection and
training and formation.

My point is that these young men were very impressive
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young men, and I wondered if it was because they were
living in the real world, with real jobs and real people,
and still studying theology and philosophy.

MR FREE: If you assume that, for a significant proportion
of those who are going to receive formation, they will
continue to be in an institutional setting, are there
particular features of it that you would recommend need to
change to improve the psychological wellbeing of those
being educated?

DR ROBINSON: Again, there has been a lot of talk,
I think, over the last weeks about supervision and about
therapy. I think the problem that the clergy have had with
the concept of supervision is similar to the problem they
had accepting Integrity in Ministry. I think many clergy
felt that what could be seen as the standards acceptable to
clergy, Integrity in Ministry, was imposed on them, and
I think they resented it, because they said because of this
minimal number of child offenders, we all have to have this
imposed on us.

My reflection would be, from the ground up, there
wasn't an ownership of that document in some instances.
Similarly, I think that part of seminary formation and
training doesn't encourage the normal healthy use of
psychological services, therapy and supervision. To be
fair, I think the model of supervision that most people
know is adapted from psychology, that is required of
psychologists and psychiatrists to stay healthy, and we may
need to adjust that in some way.

In the past, once a priest was ordained, the attitude
seemed to be, "Well, I've made it now. I'm complete and
I'm here. That's it." That attitude needs to be worn down
in the seminaries, so that seminarians see that therapy,
supervision, peer supervision, talking about themselves
realistically and authentically is how you do life.
I don't think that happens at the moment.

MR FREE: Are you describing there a model of supervision
within the seminary itself or also beyond the seminary?

DR ROBINSON: Well, supervision is really about
a conversation about how my work, my relating to clients
affects me. Remember, I said earlier about the statistics
around mental health, with no training. We're taught to be
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very self-reflective and to develop what we call an
observing ego, around while I'm talking to you as a client,
what am I noticing in myself, my own feelings? I mightn't
like you as you're talking to me. Or I know I was fine
when you first came into the room, now I'm incredibly
angry. So what I have to get curious about is why am
I feeling angry? Is it because you are so angry that
you've projected it to me to hold? Now, that's neither
good nor bad, but it's so important that I try to
understand what is it that you're trying to communicate to
me, by listening to my own - what we call
countertransference.

So unless that sort of honest conversation, dialogue,
which is transparent, authentic, non-judgmental, about all
aspects of life - celibacy, sexual orientation, what we
like and don't like, jealousies - unless those sorts of
conversations are standard in seminaries, nothing will
change.

MR FREE: Is that a question of culture or attitude or is
that something that can be the subject of particular
educational units?

DR ROBINSON: I think it's both. When we first came back
to Australia, Tony and I made it our goal to spend the
first two years trying to educate clergy, because our sense
was - and the research will show this, too - that many
clergy were what we call alexithymic, emotionally
destitute. They didn't have the language to talk about
sexuality. They hadn't been allowed to talk about
sexuality in their formation and in their past. So they
didn't have the language. They didn't know how. And not
only that, it was forbidden, certainly perceived as
forbidden, as many examples have been given here. And
I think that has to change.

But when you have Church teaching that mitigates
against honest discussion, that mitigates against any
acceptance of sexual orientation other than heterosexual,
that's not going to happen. So it reflects on Church
teaching, it reflects on the environments we create, it
reflects on homophobic environments, it reflects on
structure, it reflects on culture. It's a very deep-seated
issue.

MR FREE: Have you ever had any involvement in drafting
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courses for seminary education?

DR ROBINSON: No.

MR FREE: Have you ever been asked to participate?

DR ROBINSON: No. But, again, you can have the best
course in the world, and I think people have made genuine
attempts to do that, but unless the environment is there,
it won't happen. Like, if a document is saying a sexual
orientation is intrinsically disordered, could you talk
about it?

One of the realities is that sexual disorders are
rarely, if ever, diagnosed in a hospital or doctor's
surgery. People present in doctors' surgeries and
hospitals with higher levels of anxiety and depression, but
if you listen with a clinical ear, you often pick up, this
is about egodystonic sexual orientation or a paraphilia,
but nobody comes in to their doctor or GP and says, "Oh,
look, by the way, I'm a paedophile" or "I'm a frotteur".
All paraphilias, including paedophilia, are shame based and
the perfect breeding ground for a sexual disorder is
secrecy and shame.

So when you have a confluence of a strict environment
and Church teaching around sexuality that cause division
and shame and secrecy, there you have your breeding ground
for silence and disordered sexuality.

MR FREE: Is there research on how inclined sex offenders
are, or those with a sexual disorder, to self-refer for
treatment?

DR ROBINSON: Not that I've read lately. I've had some
experience of some people who self-referred because of
noticing they were sexually aroused to children. But given
societal attitudes to offending, it's mostly kept secret.

MR FREE: Is there any research on whether they're more or
less inclined than the average person to self-refer for
depression or anxiety?

DR ROBINSON: My research showed, with adult boundary
violators, that the compulsive group had much more serious
pathology than the intermittent group and that they had
four times the level of depression than other clergy and
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more than 12 times the rate of depression in the general
population. So typically offenders present with comorbid
conditions such as depression, anxiety, and it's very rare
for a person to have only one paraphilia.

So typically a paedophile, whether they're a clergy
paedophile or a secular paedophile, will also have
voyeurism and often exhibitionism as well, so you must look
for all three - and even exhibitionism, the most difficult
paraphilia to treat.

MR FREE: A person with one or more of those underlying
disorders - if they are experiencing depression or anxiety,
are they any more or less inclined to report and seek
treatment than the average person suffering from depression
or anxiety?

DR ROBINSON: I'd probably say less, because of their fear
of being found out or their fear of their sexual disorder
being noticed.

MR FREE: I've spoken to you about training within the
seminary and you might also have heard discussion this
morning about the notion of ongoing formation. Do you have
any views about what systems would be appropriate for
priests and religious in their ongoing formation to try to
address what might be underlying disorders?

DR ROBINSON: I think there's another cultural - I'll
comment on that, but I think what will have to be overcome
is the idea that once one is ordained, that's it. Many
clergy who take a sabbatical go and get another degree, so
they get an intellectual degree; it's not about personal
development.

Just mandating it is not going to change anything.
Again, it goes back to what is the culture in the seminary
and in houses of formation that allows the future priest to
see that in order to stay on top of his game, in order to
stay healthy, in order to be an effective minister, he
can't give away what he doesn't have, so he must self-care
and train.

As a psychologist, I know from the very day I started
a psychology degree that my ongoing registration and
ability to function as a clinical psychologist is dependent
on two things - ongoing professional training and regular
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supervision. That's just an expectation. I don't think
that is an expectation that is promoted in seminaries,
because I know very few clergy who are voluntarily in
supervision. Some have supervision groups. But from where
I sit and what I've heard, some of them work, but some of
them don't. What needs to be discussed there doesn't
happen.

MR FREE: What's the regular supervision that you
undertake, as a clinical psychologist?

DR ROBINSON: I go to a peer supervision every second
Friday from 2 o'clock till 5 o'clock with a group of five
peers. It involves - and I feel very privileged to belong
to the group. They're very competent people. We present
cases and we talk about how working with our clients
affects us.

Look, make no mistake about it, working with sex
offenders and working with people who violate boundaries is
very dangerous work. In fact, many treatment centres have
gone out of practice and many clergy and religious men and
women who run treatment centres have broken boundaries
because the work is that dangerous.

Ministry is also that dangerous. You're dealing with
vulnerable people all the time. You're a public person.
You can be pedestalised by your community, and once you're
up on a pedestal, there's only one way down.
Patrick Carnes has written a lovely article identifying
five factors that contribute to a higher incidence of abuse
of Catholic clergy than other clergy, and pedestalisation
is one of them.

Another one he mentions is the fact that priests
become the receptacle of positive projections. As
a therapist you learn always to deal with the negative
projections, don't touch the positive, because we get to
believe our own - you know, somebody tells you - if you're
feeling down and somebody tells you you're the best
therapist in the world, it's very tempting to believe it,
but it's the most dangerous thing you can do.

Priests often, because of the nature of their work -
somebody this morning spoke of dual roles. As
a psychologist, I'm forbidden to have a dual role with
anybody, and that's very clearly mandated. Priests in
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ministry don't have the luxury of being able to draw
boundaries that well, which implies they have to be even
more conscious of their boundaries, but even more conscious
of their own internal workings.

You can have the best education on professional
boundaries in the world, but if you're not in touch with
your aggressive impulses, your libidinal impulses, your
neediness, your tiredness, of course you can be pulled over
a boundary. So in terms of ongoing supervision, that sort
of formation and that sort of attitude must start in the
seminary.

MR FREE: The fortnightly peer group that you've described
that you go to - is that level of supervision or peer
engagement pretty typical among psychologists?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, either that or individual therapy. In
fact, we have to account for the number of - I think I have
to - I do have to achieve 60 continuing development points
because I belong to the clinical college and the general
college and I must demonstrate I think it's 10 hours a year
of supervision. But because I'm registered with the
Commission for Children and Young People as a qualified
person to treat sexual offenders and to supervise people,
I have to meet 20 hours of CDP in the specialist area of
treatment of sexual disorders, and to do 10 hours of
supervision a year would be ridiculous. I know, because of
the type of work I do, I do at least three hours every
fortnight. And that is expected and you have to be able to
prove that you've done that.

MR FREE: You mentioned a few moments ago work that had
been done on identifying factors that contribute to
a higher incidence of abuse by Catholic clergy than other
clergy. You mentioned one of those factors. Are there
other factors that have been identified?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I forget all of them now; I haven't
read it for a while. Another one would be that clergy
become isolated emotionally from support groups. One of
the things I typically found - and I would have done now
nearly 2,000 assessments here in Australia - and I found it
alarming at first and didn't know how to interpret it, at
least somewhere between 60 and 70 per cent of the clergy
that we saw for assessment had a previously undiagnosed
medical condition.
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Now, it could be something as significant as cancer or
a tumour or insignificant as high cholesterol or high blood
pressure. But if I was looking unwell, my husband would
say to me, "You don't look well. Go to see your GP."
I think clergy often lead, or can lead, isolated lives
where they don't have that intimate connection with people
who can challenge them.

Often they're seen as the priest, put on the pedestal,
so they actually become separated from the very support
networks that would bring a balance into their lives and
a genuine warmth and relational aspect. That's a big
danger to Catholic clergy.

In some ways, it does go back to - there's been a lot
of questions about celibacy here in the Royal Commission,
and I do concur that celibacy is not a causal factor in
terms of sexual abuse, but it certainly is a contributing
factor, especially for vulnerable people.

Celibacy is a rare gift, I think, and a person with
any vulnerability, when celibacy is mandatory - that's
a scenario that's a recipe for disaster. My personal
opinion is that I think celibacy should be optional. For
many clergy, particularly in the old school, it was an
optional extra. It just came with the package. It wasn't
a free choice. And when you have young men choosing
celibacy at, say, 23, 24, do they really know what they're
choosing? In order to make a choice, we have to choose
between two things, which you would hope is that they all
fall in love with someone, man or woman, and have to make
the choice, because the best learnings we make about
sexuality are by almost getting it right.

THE CHAIR: When you say celibacy should be optional, is
that in the interests of the Church, of the individual
clergy, of the lay in the Church? Why do you say it should
be optional and what's the outcome?

DR ROBINSON: That's easy. All of the above.

THE CHAIR: All of the above?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

THE CHAIR: Would it be safer for children?
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DR ROBINSON: Yes, I think so. Mind you, having said
that, 83 per cent of children are sexually abused by
a member of their own family or an extended member of their
own family. Celibacy per se is not a contributing or
causal factor.

Statistically, far more heterosexual men would abuse
children than homosexual men, and I want to be very clear
here that homosexuality is not a disorder, and
homosexuality and paedophilia are two totally separate
things. One is an orientation which can be healthy and
life-giving and usually is. The other is a diagnosable
psychiatric disorder.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: You've said to us that celibacy is
a rare gift. As I understand Richard Sipe's work, in his
experience, the majority of clergy and religious have
engaged in sexual activity either occasionally or
regularly. If you have a vow or a promise that you can't
keep, it would lead to stress and would affect your
personal integrity. So one question that arises from that
is an ancillary one, that it creates, for Catholic clergy,
unlike other clergy, a tension and stress, which can affect
them psychologically in ways that aren't apparent for other
people. Do you want to comment on that integrity issue for
us?

DR ROBINSON: Sure. Again, it depends on the person.
Just like when children start school, for example, you will
have a child who comes from a really stable home, loving
parents, and if they have a secure attachment style, which
they develop in such an environment, they see school as
a challenge and everything is an exciting challenge. So
they will do well at school because they're not impaired by
a challenge.

On the other hand, you might have a child who comes
from a family with a practising alcoholic, where the rules
are arbitrary, or a member of the family suffers a severe
mental illness, so when they start school, they can be
anxious; they can be looking to be told what to do. So one
is far more robust than the other.

Similarly it is with men who might choose celibacy.
I know some very fine priests, who are very good celibates.
In one instance, I can think of a friend who probably is
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a better celibate because he wouldn't do relational
partnership or marriage well, and it suits him well and
he's a very good fit.

However, the point that I think you're making is if
somebody chooses celibacy either consciously or as
a by-product of the decision to become a priest and they
end up sexually acting out, what they are doing is showing
a public persona that is by the rules, "Here I am,
a celibate clergy", but their internal private self is very
conflicted, and you're absolutely right in saying that it
invariably must create a psychic split in that person. And
that is very dangerous. It can only lead to psychological
ill health.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Does that have any connection to
abuse?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, both with children and also with adult
boundary violators, because if one is feeling compromised,
powerlessness, stuck, filled with shame, sometimes the way
one can gain power is to project that outwards and to use
vulnerable people to feel powerful.

I'm not saying that's the dynamic in every case, but
just like rape or domestic violence isn't ultimately about
sex, it's about power, any objectification of another
person, whether it's a vulnerable adult or a child, is an
abuse of power and can be an attempt for one to feel
powerful when one knows one's internal state is chaotic and
disintegrating.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Do those vows create the anger you
spoke about earlier - I think you described it as
eroticised anger - and that connects to the objectification
of children or vulnerable adults?

DR ROBINSON: The vows per se no, but if - Marie Keenan
did a lovely job in talking about power and powerlessness
up and down, and she was highlighting that if one does feel
powerless and inadequate, one can then feel powerful by
abusing vulnerable adults or children. Did I miss your
question?

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I'm groping for understanding and
I look to you for giving greater understanding, but it
seems a straightforward logic if the vows or promises of
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celibacy and chastity are very difficult to abide by and
if, as I understand Richard Sipe to say, most religious and
priests do not abide by them - and I don't mean regularly;
I mean occasionally, at times - then that must create great
internal conflict, which I presume must produce anger of
some sort, or depression or anxiety or some kind of
emotional reaction, and then the question leads me to,
well, how does that connect to the abuse that this
Commission has to address?

DR ROBINSON: I don't think it's just the vow of celibacy.
That certainly causes internal conflict, but I think that
eroticised anger that I referred to and that you're quoting
back is also connected to the hierarchical structure and
the feeling of powerlessness that comes in that
hierarchical structure. One must know one's place. All of
us can become disenchanted and resentful if the efforts
that we make are not affirmed or identified and
appreciated, and many clergy in that structure feel
invisible.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: So going back to Justice McClellan's
question earlier, if I understood it correctly, as
a clinician, not as a religious person, would you think it
better that celibacy was an optional choice and not
mandatory?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, definitely.

MR FREE: Dr Robinson, could I just ask you some questions
about some statements you've made in your precis about the
appropriate principles that should govern the care of
offenders and the prevention of recidivism. You have set
out some principles that govern effective treatment and
response to offenders. Can you just outline for us what
you see as the key features of a best practice response?

DR ROBINSON: Sure. This is a very controversial area,
particularly for clergy offenders. Many people who have
been primary victims of sexual abuse or secondary victims
of sexual abuse would want these clergy offenders just to
be ejected. I don't think that's the issue.

The two factors that are very important in reducing
recidivism in offenders are meaningful work and
a supportive social network. When an offender comes out of
gaol, they've usually lost their family, their friends,
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their community, their self-esteem, their job - everything.
To leave them in that social isolation is not only just to
expect it but to predict recidivism.

Now, I know there has been some criticism about the
fact that clergy offenders are kept within their dioceses
or religious orders, and I hear that. However, I don't
think the answer is to throw them out in the street.

I think it's very important that clergy child
offenders never again be permitted in ministry; they never
be allowed to wear clerical garb or to call themselves by
their title. And I know that there's some talk around
laicising them. I don't have a problem with that.
However, if one could do that and still retain some
leverage so that they could stay in their community,
I think that's important.

I'll tell you why. In 1994, there were two very
serious antisocial repetitive sex offenders who came out of
gaol in Canada, and they literally had nowhere to go.
Nobody would touch them, they were such serious offenders.
The Mennonite community there came up with an idea of
creating what they called circles of accountability and
support around these two men, which to a large extent
requires volunteers. They tried to devise a support
network with equal measures of accountability and support.
Now, neither of those two men reoffended.

That program was then replicated and trialled in the
Thames Valley in London, in Scotland and in Wales and is
now being trialled in Adelaide, I think. The two in
Canada, I think, are still run by faith groups, but the
ones in Scotland and Wales are run by the judicial system,
as is the one being trialled in Adelaide.

The longitudinal studies on all of those ways of
containing sex offenders clearly indicate that the
recidivism rate of the offenders within that support model
was 70 per cent less than the control group. I mean,
they're significant statistics and every one of those
studies has been empirically validated as successful.

And it's working because I guess it's akin to the
relapse prevention model that we use in treatment, where
for offenders who have taken responsibility for their
offending behaviour and have developed some victim empathy,
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it's important to give them back some authorship over their
life, however authorship that in no way gives them access
to children or vulnerable people.

The model, I think, would have to be adapted for the
Australian context. Our laws are different. Our culture
is different. But I think it's worth thinking about.

MR FREE: What are the essential elements of the support
and accountability?

DR ROBINSON: Support and accountability, so there's
a group of people who live near this person or with this
person, who meet with them regularly, who socialise with
them, who make sure they go to their doctor, who make sure
that they're doing all that's required of them if they're
still on parole, but supporting them in a ruthlessly honest
way, not in any weak way. In fact, it's very important to
have a protagonist on a support group like that, someone
who doesn't particularly like the person and is going to
speak their mind.

Not all offenders would be eligible for that. There
are some offenders who are so antisocial and will be serial
reoffenders, no matter what. They're certainly not
eligible for a program like that.

The clergy offenders, by and large, don't fit into
that category. In fact, there are differences between -
well, three differences, really. Clergy offenders tend to
predominantly offend against adolescent males. That's
different than in the regular population. And typically
they rarely use force, and they groom their victims over
a long period of time.

Now, the grooming relates to the fact that we said
earlier that 83 per cent of children are abused by family
members. Clergy, by virtue of their ministry, even by
virtue of their title, "Father" or "Brother", gain access
to families and so virtually become members of the extended
family. That's how they groom over an extended period of
time.

But because of their predominant personality
structures that I mentioned before, dependent, compulsive
and schizoid, they're also very compliant, and so they're
more likely to comply - most are - with the regulations or
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structures put in place.

Now, even working with offenders in therapy, those
personality structures can work for the good or they can
work conversely. For example, clergy are so dependent and
so deferential that sometimes, as a clinician, it is very
difficult to know how much of the clinical work that you're
doing with them is being appropriated and internalised,
because they're very compliant. Are they just going
through the motions?

So you can see where it will take experience and it
will take thorough grounding to set something like that up.
But to just throw them out is not the answer. It leaves
vulnerable people at risk. My own personal point of view
is that I understand why the Church would not want to spend
a lot of money on rehabilitating clergy, but treatment is
essential in all sex offending to reduce recidivism risk.

I don't buy the argument that, "We're not going to get
any more work out of them, so why treat them?" If the
Church has selected and trained and authorised these men to
act in ministry, surely they have some responsibility for
treatment so that there are no more victims.

MR FREE: Thank you. Doctor, I asked you a little earlier
about an example or examples where you had made
a recommendation that a person not be accepted as
a candidate, and the bishop or - I don't know if it was
a bishop or a superior had effectively overruled that.
Were those situations in which there was an advisory
council or some group that was responsible for the
decision?

DR ROBINSON: My decision, you mean?

MR FREE: For the ultimate decision.

DR ROBINSON: I don't know. I don't know. But I do
know - I think ultimately the bishop has the final say.
Most bishops, to my knowledge, would not go against our
clinical advice and most bishops do have advisory councils,
I think, who would advise against it.

MR FREE: Thank you. Nothing further, your Honour.

THE CHAIR: When you were treating clergy and religious,
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was it a precondition that they would admit to you that
they had offended against children?

DR ROBINSON: No. I would take the line that most of them
would deny it.

THE CHAIR: I'm sorry?

DR ROBINSON: Most of them would deny it, having offended.

THE CHAIR: Our previous exposure to that area suggests
that the starting point for effective treatment is an
acknowledgment of misconduct?

DR ROBINSON: That was our job, to get them to - when they
came for assessment, most of them were in denial. But
denial is not a prerequisite for treatment. Jason Ware at
Long Bay Gaol did a lovely study on denial in offenders
there. You expect people to deny. It's our job, as
clinicians, to create a therapeutic relationship where they
will admit.

THE CHAIR: So do they end up admitting?

DR ROBINSON: Some do, yes. I have to say most do,
actually. There are some who don't.

THE CHAIR: Most?

DR ROBINSON: Most do admit that they've offended.

THE CHAIR: The ones that came to you - had they already
gone to gaol or been punished for offending in the criminal
justice system?

DR ROBINSON: No, no, and that was the problem. When they
came to us, there were strong suspicions and many of them
would deny it, and they were historical as well. If there
is an objective proof, for example, that someone has
offended, they got charged and they went to gaol. They're
often easier to treat because they can't deny it.

But many of the clergy that we saw denied that they
had offended and it was the victim's fault or - their
cognitive distortions all came out. That's what we
treated. We felt that the head of agency, whether it's the
bishop or major superior, had the duty to report. Many of
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them were historical and we didn't know if or who their
victims were, but our job was to pick up the pattern and
assume that these men had offended and to treat them to
make sure that there were no more victims.

THE CHAIR: When they had been through your processes, did
you then certify back to the Church, "This man is cured and
can go back into ministry"?

DR ROBINSON: Never, not a child offender. What I can say
is that none of the child offenders that we treated
reoffended. And those who were charged and there must have
been some more evidence, clear evidence, that would stand
up in a court of law, and they were charged and went to
court, every one of them pleaded guilty so that their
victims didn't have to go to court, and I think that's the
result of effective treatment.

THE CHAIR: When you say they never offended again, how do
you know that?

DR ROBINSON: Because they weren't charged, and they
weren't - it didn't come up.

THE CHAIR: That's a dangerous way of looking at the
system, isn't it?

DR ROBINSON: I know, but we also had a continuing care
program. The earliest perpetrators that we treated were in
1997, and they were in continuing care with a support group
model, some of them up until Encompass closed, and I know
that they didn't reoffend. Their support group - there was
no indication whatsoever that they reoffended. I'd be very
confident of that. The adult boundary violators - many
did.

JUSTICE COATE: Dr Robinson, can I ask you to go back to
your evidence with respect to the closure of Encompass back
in 2008. You started to refer to the research part of the
work of Encompass and indicated that at the time at which
Encompass closed, you were developing some trends in the
data coming through but that because of the timing of the
closure, you hadn't completed that work. So can I ask you
first to tell us what those data trends were?

DR ROBINSON: I have to say that it took a while to
develop a basis, you know, a number of clients. There was
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a member of staff who was writing a PhD dissertation, and
what she was looking at was attachment styles of clergy.
We were trying to discern - and when we entered everything
into the computer, it was all deidentified, but we were
looking at paedophiles, ephebrophiles and adult boundary
violators and trying to look at was attachment style
important, were --

JUSTICE COATE: "Attachment style" meaning the attachment
between the cleric and the victim?

DR ROBINSON: No, no, no. Attachment style with primary
caregivers, like our early attachment --

JUSTICE COATE: Childhood attachment?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, because that influences greatly our
adult relationships. So we were looking for were there any
trends in attachment style? Were there trends in
personality traits or features that might be important?
I know from my own research, and we're looking at it again,
that not sexual abuse but physical abuse is the most
reliable predictor of sexual difficulties in adult boundary
violators, not sexual abuse.

We were also looking at all sorts of psychological
trends, but we didn't get to finish the study because the
data was removed.

JUSTICE COATE: So at the time at which you handed over
the data, and my recollection is that you said you handed
it over to the Australian Bishops Conference, that body, do
you know whether or not anyone picked up the work that
Encompass had commenced?

DR ROBINSON: No. No, it wasn't picked up because I think
the data was private. The shame was that because Tony and
I worked at Saint Luke Institute, we were able to exchange
data. They have a wonderful database, as do Southdown in
Aurora, for research, and because we were known there and
had worked there, we would have been able to interface the
data from three worldwide treatment centres, which would
have been invaluable in looking at trends. Sadly, we
weren't able to complete that research.

JUSTICE COATE: Did you make that observation or any
recommendations to the Australian Bishops Conference when
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you handed over the data, about the invaluable nature of
the work that had been commenced?

DR ROBINSON: I think we would have commented on it, but
we didn't have it - because the data technically belonged
to the company, it technically belonged to them. I do
remember that the clinician who was finishing her PhD - she
has finished it, but I don't think she had access to the
data after, so she must have collected enough data, before
Encompass closed, to be able to complete her PhD thesis.

JUSTICE COATE: Apart from attachment style in
parent/child relationships with respect to this cohort,
were there other trends emerging that would be of
assistance to us?

DR ROBINSON: Those personality traits. We had not yet
begun to look at the institutional factors, you know, like
we've talked about, culture, clericalism. They would have
been the next important stage. But initially we started
just working with the clinical data that we had.

JUSTICE COATE: On a different topic, in the course of
your work inside Encompass, was that all work in New South
Wales?

DR ROBINSON: The program was based in New South Wales,
but the people that we treated came from all over Australia
and in fact around the Pacific Rim, as they still do at
Vitality, yes.

JUSTICE COATE: In that context, in some of those
jurisdictions, you would have been a mandatory notifier?

DR ROBINSON: All of our work in the assessment and
treatment was done in New South Wales. As I said, at no
time were we aware of the identities of any victims, and at
that time none of them were currently abusing. They were
all historical and in denial. It was incumbent upon the
referring agent, bishop and religious superior to report if
they knew.

It was very difficult for us to get that information,
so rather than do nothing, we proceeded as if - if the
psychological data identified patterns that were
indicative, we think, of sexual offending, we treated them
as if they were. In a court of law, you require more
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stringent data to stand up in court. Our goal was to treat
these people who we think are psychosexually impaired, so
that there are no more victims.

JUSTICE COATE: Sorry, I'm just making sure I understand.
You would not notify against any of the participants in the
program --

DR ROBINSON: I would if I had the right data, but, as
I said, the majority of them were historical and we
couldn't identify victims, and at the time most of our
people we were treating were in denial. So what could we
report, in that sense? Make no doubt, if I thought
somebody was offending and I could identify that, yes,
I would have been mandated to report.

THE CHAIR: The sense I have is that if you were treating
multiple people who were in denial and had not been
identified by the criminal justice authorities - tell me if
this is right or not - the consequence of the closure of
your program would mean that clergy who were, to say the
least, of dubious character in this area would continue as
clergy without anyone intervening?

DR ROBINSON: Would continue as clergy?

THE CHAIR: Yes, without anyone intervening.

DR ROBINSON: No, because --

THE CHAIR: How would the Church deal with them after
you've closed?

DR ROBINSON: After Encompass closed?

THE CHAIR: Yes. After you have gone, the people you say
who were coming to you who were in denial - what would then
happen with those people in the Church?

DR ROBINSON: That's actually a very good question and
a cause of serious concern, because when Encompass closed,
I think the intention of the bishops was to refer these
clients to other agencies or to individual psychologists.

I think that was a shortsighted view, because again
the treatment of psychosexual disorders is a specialty.
Research will indicate that successful treatment of



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) G A ROBINSON

Transcript produced by DTI

25303

offenders occurs best in a group, and there is nothing that
I'm aware of, other than within the gaol system, that
treats sex offenders in group work. There is a group at
Surry Hills run by LSE. Ararat and Silverwater have sex
offender programs, but in the general community most
treatment or attempts at treatment are done by individual
clinicians, and I think it's inadequate and not effective.
So at the closure of Encompass, yes, it left a big hole.

COMMISSIONER ATKINSON: Could I just ask - and it's
a generalised commentary I'm seeking from you, if you feel
comfortable, I guess, to do that. Just a moment ago, you
talked about a clear distinction, as I understood it,
between adult boundary violations by clergy compared to
paedophilia, or child sexual abuse, which I think is very
reasonable.

But even with the adult boundary violations, I imagine
there is a continuum there, so from the most vulnerable
person who is the victim of a form of abuse to perhaps the
least vulnerable, which might be a single mature adult
without any mental health issues, perhaps. Is that a fair
comment?

DR ROBINSON: I think the continuum is not a continuum on
vulnerability. My research clearly indicated that you can
have clergy who I would have called intermittent offenders,
who perhaps - I think my criteria was less than three
vulnerable adults. It wasn't a compulsive pattern. That
group of offenders, adult boundary violation offenders, had
less pathology than the compulsive group.

The compulsive group were a group who were
narcissistic, antisocial, very clerical, they used their
position in power to get access to vulnerable men and women
and kept repeating the pattern over time. Their pathology
was very serious and they were much more difficult to
treat.

In the literature, that type of objectification and
exploitative sexual behaviour with vulnerable people is
often referred to as sexual addiction or sexual compulsion,
and we all have an in-built radar for picking somebody more
vulnerable than ourselves. So we don't go and pick an
argument with somebody who could cut us to ribbons with
their tongue. That is also true of paedophiles.
Paedophiles do not randomly pick their victims. They have
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a radar for picking up vulnerability in children whom they
offend against.

COMMISSIONER ATKINSON: What I particularly wanted to ask,
and whether you wish or are able to comment on this, is
given the length of time that you have been involved in
this area, which is now quite significant, did you ever get
a sense that the way the Church dealt with this, whether it
was paedophilia or vulnerable adults, was just to lump it
into all one basket of a moral lapse?

DR ROBINSON: Yes.

COMMISSIONER ATKINSON: Do you think that has changed over
time?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I think it has, and I don't think that
the idea of it being a moral lapse was just peculiar to
Australia. It was worldwide. In fact, when I was working
at Saint Luke Institute, the perception of the Vatican was
that paedophilia was a western, an American and an
Australian problem. I heard it said that there were no
treatment centres in Italy. In fact, the Italian offenders
were sent to three monasteries, which is saying that if you
pray hard enough, the problem will go away.

But I do think now, thanks to the media, the voices of
victims and a whole shift worldwide and in Australia around
the horrible sequelae of damage that is done to children
and vulnerable adults, that the bishops have changed their
stance.

COMMISSIONER ATKINSON: Are you able also to comment,
then - in terms of that changed stance, have you seen
positive action in that regard in terms of things such as
prevention and the support for victims?

DR ROBINSON: To be honest, I have seen changes in
attitude. We've been speaking today about the necessary
changes that must occur in selection and formation of
candidates. I think there would be some leaders who would
still be in denial, but it's going to be very hard for them
to stay there.

I think many bishops have been very proactive in
setting up policies and procedures trying to prevent child
sexual abuse in schools, in hospitals, but it's still not
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enough. Unless the culture changes, unless the Church
teaching around sexuality changes, we're still going to be
left with a very significant problem.

COMMISSIONER ATKINSON: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MILROY: Dr Robinson, just a couple of
questions. We've heard a lot about the issues of
clericalism and power imbalances and those sorts of things,
but we haven't really heard anything about children per se
or attitudes or teachings about children either in
formation or perhaps that may already exist within the
culture of the Church or in the teachings. Is there
anything in your experience that you have come across that
represents either problematic attitudes or views of
children that would be ongoing or cause concern?

DR ROBINSON: I don't know that I can really answer that,
because I've never been in a seminary and had access to
that information or seen any policies on that.

COMMISSIONER MILROY: Some of the attitudes we've heard
about in the past in other institutions have involved,
I guess, either seeing children as having fewer rights or
that sort of commodification of children, those sorts of
things, that may lead to a different view of children?

DR ROBINSON: No, I can't say I'm aware of that, no.
Again, I --

COMMISSIONER MILROY: Are you aware of any teaching that
occurs around child development or working with children
that would actually assist?

DR ROBINSON: I heard this morning about professional
boundaries and all of that, and I think Integrity in
Ministry and the ethos behind professional boundaries is
good. But as I said earlier, you can have perfect policies
and procedures, but if the person themselves isn't aware of
their own internal impulses, whether they're aggressive,
sexual or whatever, they will be enacted against
a vulnerable person, whether that's a child or an adult.

It's interesting - Bishop Randazzo was talking about
his journey through the seminary, but what I remember
thinking myself is, yes, but you had enough integrity to
benefit from that seminary formation. Another individual,
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who perhaps felt ashamed about sexuality, who came from
a dysfunctional home, perhaps struggled with sexual issues,
would not feel free and would not benefit from that very
same system, and therein lies the problem.

COMMISSIONER MILROY: We also heard some evidence last
week from Dr Doyle that he was concerned that there had
been an inability on the part of religious to actually
understand the true impact of the sexual abuse of children.
I'm just wondering whether you want to add to his evidence
there?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, I would. I am aware that for the last,
what, three years, each one of you has courageously sat and
listened to, I imagine, the most horrendous stories of
victims. I'm also aware, as a clinician, that it will have
left a mark on every one of you.

As a clinician dealing with sex offenders, it has come
at great personal cost and great professional cost, because
in many ways people who work with sex offenders become
pariahs themselves. I am aware that from where I sit and
listen to perpetrators tell me what they did to children,
that has left a marked impact on me. And I guess I have to
admit that in supervision, I've had to bring my feelings of
rage and impotence and helplessness, and that's nothing to
what the victims have felt.

I think that some religious and clergy, by virtue of
their family life and their professional development, have
been able to remain naive and immune to the real
devastation that perpetration of sexual abuse on children
and vulnerable people has meant. I suspect in the general
population, it would also be true that some people could
not appreciate the depth of damage. I don't think it's
peculiar to clergy.

COMMISSIONER MILROY: You don't think there's anything
within formation or those other sorts of things we've
talked about that might contribute to that inability to
understand impact?

DR ROBINSON: The only thing that comes to mind is if
there is a level of entitlement, narcissism, if a person is
so focused on the goal of being ordained, with the
unconscious - and it usually often is unconscious - desire
to have a role, to be important, to have power, to be
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needed, even, then that type of person who's that
self-focused would be immune to the impact of their
behaviour on others.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Could I ask two questions very
briefly. They're both related to religious orders,
firstly, in relation to male religious orders, and about
30 per cent, 37 per cent, of perpetrators were religious
males. Are there any learnings for us in relation to
religious male orders that you haven't raised? Much of the
conversation today has been about priests, but are there
any learnings particularly in relation to religious orders
of men that we should be cognisant of?

DR ROBINSON: I think in the past, many young men went
into religious orders very young, similar to diocesan
priesthood, and each religious congregation has a different
charism. It's like when you walk into any tennis club or
social event, you pick up the vibe. So when you go into
any religious order, there is a different vibe, which is
related to the different charism.

I think none of the religious orders now take
candidates at a young age. I think they should never be
permitted to do that. But every religious leader needs to
look at how their perception of their charism perhaps may
influence their formation.

For example, I know in the past some religious orders
poorly trained their men either in formation or even to
teach, and often they were overworked. They would teach
all day and then maybe have to care for children in
orphanages at night. Now, the charism is fine, but the way
it's happening there suggests that those men have no sense
of themselves, who they are, and they often align with the
very people that they're caring for, which is children.

I'll never forget interviewing an 85-year-old brother,
who worked in an orphanage where there was horrendous
abuse. This man said to me, "I came out from England as
a young person and was in that institution, and then
I never left it because I joined the order, and then my
role was to care for the other orphans as a carer." He
said, "We worked every day of the year except Christmas
Day", and he ended up sexually abusing children because his
own needs, healthy, nurturing needs and healthy needs for
affection and approval and relationship - the only people



1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47

.13/02/2017 (247) G A ROBINSON

Transcript produced by DTI

25308

he was surrounded by, really, were children. So each
culture needs to look at those sorts of factors.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: And the second one, but you may
or may not have any exposure to this - only a small
percentage, about 4 per cent, of those religious who
perpetrated were women, nuns. Do you have any thoughts in
relation to that?

DR ROBINSON: Typically in the broader social, secular
world, we used to think that women didn't perpetrate sexual
abuse. They do, but certainly not to the degree that men
do. Often if women are feeling unsatisfied, they will be
more cruel and punitive to children.

What I can tell you is that the incidence of religious
women who have been sexually abused is more than six times
the general population. So with religious women, there
tends to be a preponderance of higher incidence of sexual
abuse that's often kept secret for years, and maybe
unconsciously they enter a religious order knowing that
they'll only be surrounded by women and be safe. It would
be all unconscious. There would be lots of clinical
hypotheses you could make about that. But not as many.
Women were more prone, religious women, to physical abuse
and emotional abuse than to sexual abuse.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Just on that, many of the people
that have come to us in private sessions that were in boys
and girls homes, orphanages and so on, that were run by
religious female orders talk of that brutality, that
physical violence. In some of those institutions, sexual
abuse also occurred by their lay staff. That correlation
between physical violence and the higher rate of sexual
abuse of women entering religious orders - do you have any
particular view about that? Is there a strong correlation
between those two in women within religious life who have
offended?

DR ROBINSON: You know, you'd have to do the research.
I wouldn't want to say something off the top of my head.
It's a good thought, a good research project.

COMMISSIONER FITZGERALD: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: I have one question for you, doctor.
Earlier in your evidence, you said that older clergy had
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said to you, in your clinical capacity, that they had
offended against children, but they did not consider that
to be a breach of their vow of celibacy. What did they say
they had done that they considered did not breach their vow
of celibacy?

DR ROBINSON: I think in their thinking - and that's
a perfect example of a cognitive distortion supported by
a spiritual distortion. I think their thinking was,
"Because I didn't have sex with a woman, I haven't breached
my vow of celibacy." So that implies that they saw
children as objects.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That goes back to
Commissioner Milroy's question as to whether they felt
that, in some way, as Father Such-and-Such or Brother
Such-and-Such, they owned or controlled those children and
that they were there to do as they wished?

DR ROBINSON: That would also be true of some secular
offenders. Children are incapable of giving consent to
sexual activity. If somebody is what they call a fixated
paedophile, who's purely sexually aroused by thoughts,
feelings and fantasies about being sexual with children,
they will choose the children; they will groom them; they
will support that offending with some cognitive beliefs
like, "I'm teaching them about sex", or, "This is for their
own good." That sort of cognitive distortion is not
peculiar to clergy who offend.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: What you said earlier is very
important. If it is true that older clergy - and let's say
the '50s, '60s, '70s practising clergy - regarded the
sexual assault of boys and girls, and boys in particular
because it was heavily oriented in that direction, was not
a breach of the vow of celibacy, it puts a very different
complexion on the attitudes and the culture which not only
allowed them to practise offending but allowed bishops to
protect them and to minimise the nature of the offending?

DR ROBINSON: I think that's true of the time, but I would
not have heard that for many years now, so I think I would
be very surprised if that sort of thinking is what's
constituent of formation in current seminaries.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: That's not what I implied.
I deliberately said the '50s, '60s and '70s. It was the
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older clergy who said that to you?

DR ROBINSON: Yes, yes.

COMMISSIONER MURRAY: Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Ms Needham?

MS NEEDHAM: Nothing, your Honour.

MR FREE: Nothing further.

THE CHAIR: Thank you, doctor, and thank you for your
thoughtful contribution to the issues that we have to
consider. I need to formally excuse you, but don't treat
that as offensive. It's just because you had an order to
come. I can now let you go, with our grateful thanks.

<THE WITNESS WITHDREW

THE CHAIR: We will adjourn until 10 in the morning.

AT 3.55PM THE COMMISSION WAS ADJOURNED
TO TUESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 10AM
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